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Bahrain participated 
in the opening of the 

Sixth Islamic Conference 
of Health Ministers held 
under the patronage of the 
Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud. 
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Christmas is almost here and we just can’t contain 
our excitement.  Bahrain, home to people of 
various backgrounds and regions, will again 
provide a mammoth festive spirit which makes it 

as one of the most desired destinations to settle in. In this 
issue, we are going big on Christmas! Browse through to 
learn of the best places for a Christmas feast, get insights 
on what Christmas movies to watch, and read from our 
readers their interesting tales on Christmas in Bahrain, 
culturally-enhanced Christmas, nostalgic Christmas and even 
Christmas with cats! Happy Browsing...

 
Christmas Mubarak!
By Rohini Sunderam

As north Indian Christians, we had our own hybrid of As 
north Indian Christians, we had our own hybrid of English, 
Urdu and Hindi greetings, “Bada Din Mubarak” or Happy 
Christmas! Depending on who was being wished. Christmas 
began at the end of November as a plethora of sweets and 
treats had to be prepared. Christmas Eve, everyone decorated 
the tree while singing carols in Hindi and English. Followed 
by a mad rush to wrap and place gifts under the tree. Early 
Christmas morning we’d all rush to get to church by ten. 
Christmas Day was then a long, lazy eat and drink filled 
day with visitors of every hue and faith dropping by to wish 
us. The big lunch party to which local family friends were 
invited was on Boxing Day and the north Indian Christian 
feast came into its own. There was a ‘western’ and an Indian 
section. Western meant a cold roast, salads and a baked 
dish; the Indian always included goat mutton jhal frezi, 
sukhi khichdi – lentils and rice cooked together - and tomato 
bhartha –a salsa. Desserts were a riot of Christmas cake, 
carrot halwa, a trifle, gujhiyas and anything else that guests 
had brought.  

 

My Absolute 8 Must Christmas Trends
Certain nostalgia wraps around the entire month, especially for those 
who have cherished and followed certain traditions since they were 
one! Our columnist Brett Beeson shared with Weekender the 8 most 
cherished traditions:

We dust off the decorations, literally hang up stockings, and 
string more LED lights than a helium star’s super-nova. Entire 
neighborhoods are transformed from drab suburbia into technicolor 
wonderlands. While any American could offer a whole index of 
random/cherished experiences, here are a few of mine:

1.         Writing letters to Santa Claus, asking for his autograph. And 
yes, I did get my autograph- and Rudolph ate his carrots, too.

2.         Cookie slaves/elves. Because child labour is illegal, ‘except’ 
when one needs baking assistance and your twin sisters are easily 
available. 8 cups of flour, 20 cups of sugar, and 3 confectionary 
sugar storms later, we were awash in chocolate chip deliciousness.

3.         Steaming mugs of hot chocolate after rushing in from actual 
cold, where you see your breath in the air and pelt your best friend 
with snowballs. 

4.         Christmas movie marathons. No matter what part of the 
world I’m in, I always find time to sit down and re-watch childhood 
favorites, because a glass of eggnog and Charlie Brown decorating 
his one-bulb tree will always take you home.

5.         Snowy fields that really do sparkle like Disney.  

6.         Carolling- but really though. There is nothing like gathering 
a group of friends and roaming the neighbourhoods at dusk, bringing 
a little more enthusiasm to every household you visit.

7.         Santa hats. Mine is red plaid, thank you for asking, although 
my green plaid matches nicely with the traditional “Night Before 
Christmas” polar bear pajamas.  

8.         Family. Always, every time, best thing hands down. Yes, the 
underlying tensions remain no matter the circumstances. But on the 
25th, for just one day, we all draw a truce. We simply sit together 
and love one another, joyous in each other’s company.

  Here’s to wishing you, your own cherished holiday experiences  
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One day after the National Audit Office 
(NAO) publicised its biennial report, 

which included hundreds of financial 
and administrative violations detected in 
government entities, several authorities 
yesterday pledged to look into the remarks 

mentioned in the report and to rectify them.
This came as the report mentioned 

that violations of wasting public funds, 
abuse of authority, disregard of official 
regulations and procedures and other 
offences were detected in ministries, 
directorates, authorities and other official 
establishments. (See page 3 for full report )NAO 

report Authorities pledge 
to rectify violations

Trump 
declares
jerusalem
Israel’s
capital 

Washington 

In a move potentially threatening regional 
stability and ditching long-time US policy, 

Donal Trump, the US President, yesterday 
announced his decision to recognise Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital and to move US embassy there. 

"I have determined that it is time to officially 
recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel," 
Trump said from the White House.

"It's the right thing to do."
"Many presidents have said they want to do 

something and they didn't do it," Trump said 
in the hours leading up to his historic address.

"Whether it's courage or they changed their 
mind, I can't tell you," he said. "I think it's long 
overdue."

According to a senior administration official, 
it will take at least three to four years for the 
US to be physically present at Jerusalem as they 
don’t have an embassy building there. 

In fact, no other country in the world has its 
embassy in Jerusalem.

According to Reuters, Trump will sign a 
waiver delaying a physical move. 

The decision was taken despite warnings from 
Western and Arab allies about the dangerous 
repercussions of the move. 

Hundreds of Palestinians burned US and 
Israeli flags as well as pictures of Trump in the 
Gaza Strip, while relatively small clashes erupted 
near the flashpoint West Bank city of Hebron.

Palestinians called for three days of protests 
— or "days of rage" — starting Wednesday.

Anticipating protests, US government 
officials and their families were ordered to avoid 
Jerusalem's Old City and the West Bank, though 
the situation remained largely calm Wednesday. 
(Agencies) (See page 2)
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Haras Al Mamlaka 1, a 
counter-terrorism exercise 

held jointly by Bahrain with the 
United Kingdom, France and 
the United States to reinforce 
joint military and security work 
concluded yesterday at Seef Mall 
with His Highness Major Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
announcing readiness to continue 
such efforts. 

“As the Commander of the 
Exercise, the technical aspect 
wasn’t a major concern to me, 
but coordination was my focus. 
By the grace of God coordination 
and communication were smooth 
between the forces and this was 
essential,” said Shaikh Khalid, 
Commander of the Royal Guards 
Special Force and Commander 
of the Joint Counter-terrorism 
Exercise “Haras Al Mamlaka 1”

Shaikh Khalid further said that 
if the Counter-terrorism Centre 
would be approved, “it would be a 
continuation of the joint exercise 
between all sectors”. 

“There would be two annual 
exercises, one large at commercial 
malls, schools or hospitals and the 
second one would be smaller.”

The exercise, attended by 
His Highness Brigadier Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
Commander of the Royal Guard, 
started on Tuesday evening 
and concluded on Wednesday 
morning with the participation of 
forces from the Bahrain Defence 
Force, the Ministry of Interior 
and the National Guard.

HH Brigadier Shaikh Nasser 
said that the achievements of the 
first of its kind Exercise were 
remarkable.  “The training took 
around six months to assemble 
forces and unify concepts, and 
this contributed to carrying the 
Exercise with professionalism.”

HH revealed that the idea of 
the Exercise was inspired by the 
directives of HM the King. “We 
are facing all forms of terrorism, 
so it is essential to unify concepts, 
communication, commanding 
and control methods in Bahrain 
Defence Force, the Ministry of 
Interior and the National Guard. 

This is part of our duty, as long 
as we have the capability and 
energy.”

He said that the reports of 
the observers who arrived from 
various countries would be 
sought to reinforce competency 
that was shown in the Haras Al 
Mamlaka 1.

HH Major Shaikh Khalid 
hailed the support of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
the Supreme Commander and 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme 
Commander and First Deputy 
Prime Minister. 

“Kingdom of Bahrain strives 
to benefit from the expertise 
of those countries, such as the 
US, UK and France and set 
legislation and legal procedures 
that meet international standards 
and human rights in managing 
counter-terrorism,” said Shaikh 
Khalid. 

Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Operations of the Bahrain 
Defence Force, Major-General 
Ghanim Ibrahim Al Fadhala 
highlighted that the Exercise 
affirmed ongoing coordination 
and cooperation between 
military and security authorities. 
He added that the Exercise 
stimulated reality as it was at a 
mall with people and shops. “It 
was an excellent opportunity for 
the forces to cooperation and 
implement the skills they learned 
through training.”

The Chief of the Public Security, 
Major-General Tariq Al Hassan 
congratulated all those involved 
in the Exercise. He said that many 
countries were affected and there 
is a need for the forces to be 
ready and capable of working in 
harsh environments. He added 
that the exercise focused on large 
commercial malls that need a 
huge number of forces to control 
the situation. 

National Guard’s Staff Director 
Major-General Shaikh Abdulaziz 
bin Saud Al Khalifa congratulated 
HH Brigadier Shaikh Nasser and 
HH Major Shaikh Khalid for the 
major achievement that draws a 
clear counter-terrorism strategy.
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Trump’s move sparks warnings from leaders
Washington

Leaders from all over the 
world have warned US 

President Donald Trump that 
his decision to move American 
Embassy could have dangerous 
repercussions. 

Saudi Arabia’s King Salman 
warned US President Donald 
Trump on Tuesday, in a 
phone conversation, that it 
will “inflame” the Muslim  
world.

“Such a dangerous step is 
likely to inflame the passions of 
Muslims around the world due 
to the great status of Jerusalem 
and the Al-Aqsa Mosque,” he 
told Trump, according to the 
official Saudi Press Agency.

The king told the US 
president “that any American 
announcement regarding the 
situation of Jerusalem prior 
to reaching a permanent 
settlement will harm peace 
talks and increase tensions 
in the area,” the statement  
added.

Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sissi also expressed 
similar concerns on the issue. 
Sissi’s spokesperson Bassam 
Radhi said Egypt’s leader told 
Trump the Egyptian position is 
“to maintain the legal status of 
Jerusalem in the framework of 
international… decisions.”

The Palestinians have said 
Trump’s move would mean the 

“kiss of death” to the two-state 
solution.

“He is declaring war in the 
Middle East, he is declaring 
war against 1.5 billion Muslims 
(and) hundreds of millions of 
Christians that are not going 
to accept the holy shrines to be 
totally under the hegemony of 
Israel,” Manuel Hassassian, the 
chief Palestinian representative 
to Britain, told BBC radio.

The Jordanian king 
“affirmed that the decision 
will have serious implications 
that will undermine efforts 
to resume the peace process 
and will provoke Muslims 
and Christians alike,” said a 
statement from his office.

Official statements from 
the Palestinian Authority and 
Jordan confirmed that Abbas 
and King Abdullah were told 
of Trump’s intention to move 
the embassy, while the Saudi 
reports did not say so explicitly.

Pope Francis called for 
Jerusalem’s “status quo” to be 
respected, saying new tension 
in the Middle East would 
further inflame world conflicts. 
China and Russia expressed 
concern that the plans could 
aggravate regional hostilities. 

The UN special envoy for 
the Middle East, Nickolay 
Mladenov, urged caution, 
saying: “The future of Jerusalem 
is something that needs to be 

negotiated with Israel, with the 
Palestinians, sitting side by side 
directly in negotiations.”

The UK response was at the 
milder end of the spectrum. 
The British prime minister, 
Theresa May, said she would 
speak to Trump about the status 
of Jerusalem, which she said 
should be determined as part of 
a settlement between Israel and 
the Palestinians. Boris Johnson, 
the British foreign secretary, 
said he was concerned by the 
imminent announcement, but 
said it was important to wait 
for the details of the president’s 
statement.

Germany and France warned 
its citizens in Israel and the 

Palestinian Territories of the 
risk of unrest.

Earlier, Turkey’s president 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan warned 
his country could sever ties 
with Israel if the US recognised 
Jerusalem as its capital.

Since 1967, Israel has 
built a dozen settlements, 
home to about 200,000 Jews, 
in East Jerusalem. These are 
considered illegal under 
international law, though Israel 
disputes this.

The US recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
now reinforces Israel’s position 
that settlements in the east 
are valid Israeli communities. 
(Agencies)

“Haras Al Mamlaka 1” concludes at Seef Mall
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Interior Minister Lieutenant-
General Shaikh Rashid bin 

Abdulla Al Khalifa yesterday 
directed the Inspector-General 
and head of the permanent 
committee to follow up the 
NAO report to take the 
required steps to review the 
recommendations related to 
the ministry.

“The Minister asserted 
the importance to reinforce 
transparency, integrity and 
accountability principles 
in all matters related to 
public money, as part of 
the interaction with the 
supervisory authorities, 
achieve comprehensive 
development and build 
capabilities to serve the nation 
and protect its achievements,” 
a statement issued by 
Interior Ministry yesterday 
confirmed. It adds that the 
minister expressed thanks and 
appreciation to the NAO for 
its dedication to enhance the 
performance of all government 
sectors and achieve the 
required transparency to 

improve services provided to 
the public.

As reported by  DT 
News  yesterday, NAO report 
mentioned a couple of 
violations detected in Interior 
Ministry, mainly in the 
General Directorate of Traffic. 
The violations included non-
collection of outstanding fines, 
lack of supervision on smart 
traffic monitoring cameras 
and unsettling a number of 
accidents.
Legislative Authority 
Reviews NAO Remarks

The House of 
Representatives Speaker 
Ahmed bin Ibrahim Al-Mulla 
instructed the concerned 
departments in the house to 
review the remarks related to 
the violations detected in the 
house in NAO’s report.

He affirmed on “the 
keenness of the Parliament 
to strengthen the supervisory 
role of the state, to promote 
the principles of transparency 
and integrity and to continue 
to exercise the supervisory and 
legislative role in accordance 

with the provisions of the 
Constitution and under 
the reform project and the 
democratic process led by His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa”.

Additionally, the House 
of Representatives General 
Secretary Abdulla Al 
Dossary affirmed that the 
General Secretariat has 
taken immediate actions 
and procedures to tackle 
the remarks mentioned in 
NAO’s report. The report 
included a set of violations 
detected in the Parliament 
such as hiring unqualified 

employees and unjustly 
deducting MPs bonuses.
The second branch of the 
Legislative Authority, Shura 
Council, also commented on 
the remarks mentioned in the 
report and pledged to rectify 
its situations.

Shura Council General 
Secretary Ahmed Al Tareef 
affirmed that the General 

Secretariat implemented 
the recommendations of 
the NAO, adding that “the 
remarks were related to simple 
administrative procedures.

Al Tareef commented 
on a report published by a 
local Arabic daily yesterday 
accusing it of committing a 
financial-related violation by 
contracting with a private food 

supplier, Al Tareef denied that 
NAO report mentioned such 
remarks and called upon the 
newspaper to “recheck its 
sources” ahead of publishing 
such accusations.

He added that Shura 
Council General Secretariat is 
committed to the provisions 
of the council’s bylaws and 
regulations.     
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Education Minister Dr Majid Al Nuaimi yesterday inaugurated the Second Agricultural 
Education Exhibition by Bahrain Training Institute titled: Sustainability of agriculture pro-
tects land and preserves life.  26 teams are participating in the event from government 
schools, higher education institutions and relevant civil society institutions, as well as indi-
viduals from the agricultural sector.  The minister praised the innovative ideas developed 
based on employing technology in the agricultural process.

Speaker Ahmed bin 
Ibrahim Al-Mulla

Interior Minister Lieutenant-General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa

Interior Minister 
directs to review 

report findings
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(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the policy or 
position of this newspaper.)

Ahdeya Ahmed

Bahrain yesterday joined the United 
Nations in its campaign called 16 days 

of activism against gender based violence 
that started on November 25 and ends on 
December 10.

In 72 hours the campaign ends and we as 
a country hosted this campaign under the 
roof of the Supreme Council for Woman, 
an entity whose President is the Kingdoms 
First Lady, Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sabeeka bint Ebrahim Al Khalifa, wife of 
HM the King

Under this roof we gathered to put our 
hands in the hand of the United Nations 
and promote a campaign to fight violence 
against women.

As a woman I wasn’t just proud of the 
fact that Bahrain always collaborates with 
international organizations to promote 
peace and stability but does so on different 
levels including issues related to the 
protection of human rights.

Yesterday SCW Secretary General Hala 
Al Ansari briefed UN officials about what 
is being done here in Bahrain to protect 
women against violence.

And what is being done is amazing and if 
we as woman accept to be abused, then this 
stems from personal weakness in a country 
where our laws do protect us.

Unfortunately, in our societies it has 
become a taboo to speak about being abused 
or subjected to violence and discrimination.

In many cases some women who are 
harassed even at work places refuse to 
escalate the issue out of fear of being 
accused of causing the incident that had 
occurred.

I guess it will take many years for women 
to start speaking up.We hear stories every 
day and I myself heard one about how a 
young girl was molested as a child and 
feared to speak out because the person who 
molested her was a member of her own 
family, an uncle.

Unfortunately, laws are there and no 
woman whose life is threatened by an 
abusive husband will be sent home if she 
complains but many women prefer to 
keep quiet and we have seen years ago an 
incident where a woman was stabbed to 
death by a violent husband.

It happens in all cultures, all societies.
Now let me go back to the event 

yesterday where at the SCW premises in 
Riffa, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, UN 
Under-Secretary-General and Executive 
Director of UN Women spoke about how 
the 6 days campaign to end violence against 
women and how sexual violence in private 
almost always ends up as one person’s 
word against another, if that word is ever 
spoken. Even sexual violence in public has 
been impossible to call out when society 
does not view rape as a male crime but as a 
woman’s failing, and views that woman as 

dispensable. 
“We are seeing the ugly face of violence 

brought out into the light: the abuses of 
power that repress reporting and diminish 
the facts, and that exclude or crush 
opposition. “

Yesterday in Bahrain she spoke about 
how everyone has the right to live their life 
without the threat of violence, no matter 
what their gender, age, race, religion, 
ethnicity or caste, and irrespective of their 
income level, sexual orientation, HIV 
status, citizenship, where they live, or any 
other characteristic of their identity. 

Her statement was so empowering and 
what I hope we can do in our country 
is encourage our woman to speak out. 
Abuse isn’t necessarily just physical but 
could be emotional too and women should 
have the courage to complain about their 
superiors if they are harassed and not fear 
any consequences. They should even speak 
out if discriminated against. Of course 
this doesn’t mean to use this as a tool and 
incriminate male colleagues in order to 
achieve personal gains because in many 
cases if the issue is not dealt with well, men 
could also become victims.

The government, the legislative 
authority and NGOs have succeeded in 
Bahrain to pass laws that protect children 
and women’s and violence against women 
and girls is not inevitable but there are 
laws that protect us.

What we need to do as NGOs is to 
monitor issues that end up in our courts or 
police stations. NGOs should have a more 
active role. Abusive men would understand 
that it is not just the Interior Ministry 
and police stations that will hold them 
accountable for their actions but the whole 
society would. Instead of just raising very 
powerful slogans, get seriously involved and 
bring an end to violence against women.

In the UK, when a woman screamed 
because her husband was violent and 
beating her up, he got arrested and was 
imprisoned until she decided to drop the 
case and signed that she would be held 
responsible if anything happened to her.

We need that here.
Any signs of children and women being 

abused should be taken seriously. Teachers 
have a huge responsibility and can, if 
trained, tell if a girl is abused or not.

The Education Ministry for instance 
should get teachers and counselors 
involved in extensive training programmes 
that enable them to tell if a girl is abused. 
Maybe even add topics in our curricula 
that combat stereotyping and as much as 
they empower women, they also make our 
boys in the schools aware of what a woman 
should mean to them, how she should be 
treated and how she is equal to him

These boys become future men.

Under its roof…SCW joins hands with the UN 
in its 16 days of activism against gender based 

violence campaign

Harpreet Kaur/DTNN
reporter@dt.bh

Bahrain’s  women 
empowerment efforts got a 

huge boost yesterday with the 
opening of the Kingdom’s first 
UN Women Programme Office 
at the United Nations House, 
Manama.

“Today is a historic day for 
Bahraini women; not only did 
we celebrate Bahraini women’s 
day last week but we opened 
the UN Women Programme 
Co-ordination Office, which is 
a huge milestone in its own,” 
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, 
Under-Secretary-General and 
UN Women Executive Director 
told DT News after inaugurating 
the representative office. 

The opening of the 
representative office follows the 
signing of the memorandum 
between the UN Women 
and the Supreme Council for 
Women. 

Hala Al Ansari, Secretary-
General of the Supreme 
Council for Women, Shaikha 
Rana Isa Duaij AlKhalifa, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Amin 
El Sharkawi, United Nations 
Resident Coordinator and 
UNDP Resident Representative 
were present at the launch. 

The office will oversee HRH 
Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim 
Al Khalifa Global Award 
for Women Empowerment 
launched, last march, in New 
York.

Pledging to work towards 
ending violence against women, 

Mlabo-Ngcuka said: “We had 
been working here for the past 
years, but now we have formally 
launched our work within our 
office.” “We are focusing on 
gender-responsive budgeting 
and most importantly ending 
violence against women.”  

She made clear that the UN 
office will take an active role 
in supporting the government 
of Bahrain as part of a UN 
plan focusing on women’s 
economic empowerment. “We 
are focusing on main streaming 
gender with a focal point on 
every Ministry.”

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka 
also pointed out that the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs has been 
working for the past couple of 
years to get membership in both 
the Commission on the Status 
Of Women and the UN Women 
Executive Board. “Presently, 
we are members for two years 
from 2017 to 2019 for the UN 
Women Executive Board and 
members of the CSW from the 
years of 2017 up until 2021.”

“This came after the elections 
that were held just last year 
where its the first time that the 
Kingdom becomes a member 
and gets these nominations on 
these profile positions,” she 
added. 

When asked about the 
significance of the launch, Hala 
Al-Ansari told DT News that 
the office will support national 
efforts to make Bahrain a global 
centre for women’s support 
and provide more platforms for 
cooperation with international 

experts on women’s issues.
The move, Hala Al-Ansari 

said, reaffirms the “success 
of the Supreme Council 
for Women’s efforts under 
the leadership of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka bint 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa, wife of the 
King of Bahrain.”

“Bahrain has done a lot for 
women in the country and I  
believe that this exchange of 
experiences and dialogue will 
set Bahrain as an example for 
other countries and would 
further provide the Kingdom 
good platform to work on,” 
Dr Shaikha Rana Isa Duaij Al 
Khalifa, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs told 
DT News.

Commenting on the launch, 
Amin El Sharkawi, United 
Nations Resident Coordinator 
and UNDP Resident 
Representative said, “It is an 
honour to be part of the UN 
Women’s Programme Office 
in Bahrain as this occasion 
is a recognition of Bahrain 
efforts and achievements in 
the advancement of women 
empowerment.”

El Sharkawi added: “The 
UN Women is one of 16 UN 
agencies that joined this effort 
to support Bahrain attaining 
its development objectives and 
the SDGs 2030. Moreover, the 
United Nation office is looking 
forward to working together as 
a UN partner in many different 
and interesting projects to 
support and empower Bahraini 
women in the Kingdom.”

Bahrain takes a 
big leap in women 

empowerment
UN Women Programme office opens in Manama 

Above, Dr Shaikha Rana, Hala Al-Ansari, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Mohammed Al Naciri and Amin 
El Sharkawi at the Press conference

Officials during a group photo session at the 
United Nation Women’s Programme office
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Man
found 
dead in 
idling 
car 

Mohammed Zafran/DTNN
zafran@dt.bh

A man, suspected to be in 
his forties, was found dead 

inside a car parked next to a 
mosque in Bilad Al Qadeem, 
yesterday. 

Suspicious residents, who 
approached the car, found the 
man motionless inside and 
alerted the police immediately. 

CCTV footages obtained from 
a nearby restaurant showed the 
man parking the car on Tuesday 
night. 

The car’s engine was still 
running when the residents 
spotted it. 

Eyewitnesses said he looked 
like an Arab man in his forties. 

The idling vehicle, a sports 
sedan, was first spotted by the 
restaurant owner’s nephew, who 
grew suspicious about the car 
staying there for a long time. 

Police were alerted immediately 
when the unresponsive man was 
found inside the vehicle.  

“The car was parked at around 
9:58 pm and continued to 
remain there until morning,” the 
restaurant owner told DT News 
adding: “As there was nothing 
suspicious, we didn’t bother to 

check.
“But in the morning, we 

noticed that the car was still 
there, with its engine still running 
and this made us suspicious,” the 
restaurant owner said. 

“Our CCTV camera has 
captured everything from the 
moment he parked here.” 

“The car was stationary 
throughout the time and no one 
had gone there since he parked 
there,” he said, adding, “We had 
never seen this man before, he is 
not from this area.”

The restaurant owner also 
told DT News that rumours are 
spreading in the area that “he 
may have overdosed on some 
medicine, but we have no clue.”

“The police are investigating, 
we have provided them with all 
the information that we have.” 

A cold store owner from the 
area said a crowd gathered at the 
spot after the man was revealed 
dead in the car. “Everyone 
gathered there to find out what 
happened. I saw him. He looked 
like a Bahraini man, certainly 
Arab. He looked like he is in his 
forties.”  

The Interior Ministry has not 
confirmed the incident. 

Suspect to 
stand trial 
for attacking 
police  
officers

Manama

The investigation into the 
case of a suspect running 

over a public security officer 
in Duraz was completed, 
said Chief of Terror Crimes 
Prosecution, Advocate 
General Chancellor Ahmed Al 
Hammadi. 

The suspect, who was 
remanded in custody 
pending trial, was charged 
with attempted murder and 
assaulting an on-duty public 
officer for terrorist purposes.  

The suspect will stand trial 

at the High Criminal Court 
on December 25, said the 
Advocate General. 

Court documents show the 
incident occurred on May 23, 
2017, when a public security 
patrol was stationed on the 
Budaiya Avenue, near Duraz. 

The suspect, reportedly, hit 
the policeman with the bus he 
was driving after spotting him 
getting down from a police 
vehicle to perform prayers. 

Investigators found that 
the suspected speeded up his 
vehicle with the intention of 

killing the victim and in the 
process caused severe injuries 
to the victim. 

The suspect also stabbed 
another policeman with a knife 
while trying to flee. He was 
later arrested and referred to 
the Public Prosecution. 

Charges were levelled against 
him based on eyewitness 
accounts, suspect’s confession, 
technical and forensic reports 
as well as findings made by 
the General Directorate of 
Criminal Investigation and 
Forensic Science.

Insurance companies to 
take care of minor accidents
Manama 

The General Directorate of 
Traffic and the Bahrain 

Insurance Association have 
reviewed mechanisms to assign 
dispute-free minor accidents 
to insurance companies to 
enhance and speeding up 
services.

The two sides agreed to 
review the technical and legal 
mechanisms of the project 
and the formation of a joint 
team to conduct a study on the  
project. 

The decision was taken 
during a meeting chaired by 
Deputy Director-General of 

Traffic, Col. Mohammed Ali 
Daraj. 

Al Daraj said the move would 
enhance services provided to 
the public in a way that doesn’t 
clash with legal requirements 
in case of a major violation that 
needs the interference of the 
traffic department.

The area where the car was parked. (Picture for 
representation purpose only)
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Al Baraka Bank has been 
recognised as the ‘Best 

Performing Islamic Bank’ 
in Bahrain during the 24th 
World Islamic Banking 
Conference (WIBC) that 
concluded yesterday on a high 
note in the Kingdom. 

The award, for top Islamic 
financial institutions at 
the global, regional and 
country level - based on 
their performance in the 
WIBC Leaderboard, was 
announced during a high 
profile Gala Dinner held on  
Tuesday. 

WIBC Leaderboard is a 
groundbreaking performance 
assessment tool aimed at 
enabling Islamic financial 
institutions to benchmark 
their performance against 
their peers.

Boubyan Bank bagged 
the Global, GCC and 
Kuwait region awards as 
well as the Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) Award.

The awards were given 
away by Rasheed Mohamed 
Al Maraj, Governor of the 
Central Bank of Bahrain. 

Middle East Global 
Advisors - a leading financial 
intelligence platform 
facilitating the development of 
knowledge-based economies 
in the MENASEA markets 
organised the conference 
in strategic partnership 

with the Central Bank of  
Bahrain. 

The three-day long 
forum spearheaded a series 
of discussions gravitating 
around the theme of “Drivers 
of Economic Growth & Risks: 
Policymakers & Regulators”. 

A number of experts from 
around the world spoke at 
the conference. One of the 
highlights of the event was 
an onstage interview  with 
Adnan Ahmed Yousif, Chief 
Executive and President, Al 
Baraka Banking Group, who 

shared his vision for the next 
40 years of Islamic Banking. 
The interview focused on 
lessons from the past, the 
analysis of the current state of 
the industry and the future of 
Islamic banking. 

Expressing his vision 
for Islamic Banking in the 
next 10 years, Yousif said, 
“Islamic banking assets 
share will increase from 15 
per cent to 25-35pc with 
the primary growth drivers 
being regionalisation, digital 
acceleration and innovative 
business models for emerging 
markets.”

He pointed out that 
there is “ample room for 
growth” as Islamic banking 
rarely exceeds a third of 

total market share, even 
in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries and 
Malaysia. “Several potential 
markets with large Muslim 
populations remain largely 
untapped, such as India 
and the Commonwealth of 
Independent States countries, 
made up of the former Soviet 
republics.”

Adnan Ahmed Yousif also 
spoke on the need to fully 
exploit the Islamic banking 
niche, which means “targeting 
customer segments that care 
most deeply about Sharia 
compliance in their financial 
dealings as well as offering 
products and services 
that meet not only general 
financing but also Muslim-

specific customer needs”. 
“Overall  banking 

penetration in many of the 
industry’s core markets is 
still low,” he said adding: 
“As competition intensifies, 
Islamic banks will have to 
adopt more sophisticated, 
customer-centric sales 
approach.”

Other key highlights of the 
event included the digital-
banking focused panel and 
panel discussions focusing 
on dynamic capital markets, 
sustainable, equitable & 
inclusive growth, a potential 
of disruptive technologies 
and new horizons for 
Islamic finance. Leading 
industry experts analysed the 
challenges at hand.

6 Thursday, December 7, 2017

Al Baraka named best 
performer in Bahrain 

BEST PERFORMING ISLAMIC 
BANKS - REGIONAL AWARDS
Levant: Safwa Islamic Bank
South East Asia: Maybank Islamic Berhad
South Asia: Social Islami Bank

BEST PERFORMING ISLAMIC 
BANKS - COUNTRY AWARDS
Bahrain: Al Baraka Bank Bank
Saudi Arabia: Al Rajhi Bank
United Arab Emirates: Dubai Islamic Bank
Egypt: Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt
Jordan: Safwa Islamic Bank
Turkey: Türkiye Finans Katilim Bankasi A.S.
Indonesia: PT Bank Syariah BNI
Malaysia: Maybank Islamic Berhad
Bangladesh: Social Islami Bank
Pakistan: Meezan Bank Limited

24th World Islamic Banking Conference concludes on a high note

Adnan Ahmed Yousif, CE and President, Al Baraka Banking Group being interviewed

Central Bank of Bahrain Governer Rasheed M. Al-Maraj 
pictured at the event with other officials
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Bahrain India Society has announced the launch of “Bahrain India Young Entrepreneurs Forum” at Ramee Grand Hotel, Seef in a bid to promote business between young Bahraini and Indian 
Young Entrepreneurs.  As part of the launch, a panel discussion by a group of young Bahraini and Indian Entrepreneurs was held. Indian Ambassador was present at the launch along with other 
senior Bahraini and Indian businessmen. Dr. A. Velumani, Founder and Chairman of Thyrocare Technologies Ltd. shared his success story on the occasion. The panelists were: Amjad Puliyali MD 
Ampersand Internet Technologies (Baqala Application),  Mohammed Abdulaal CEO All Food,  Khalifa Mannai MD Mannai Tech, Cherian Varghese CEO Vin Technology, Khalid Al Qaood Tamkeen 
and Ali Al Majthood BDB (moderator)

Bahrain – India society launches young entrepreneurs forum

DT News Network
Manama 

The “AGU Teddy Bear Hospital” campaign 
turned out to be a soothing experience for 

about 550 children who found hospitals and 
doctors as extremely welcoming and entertaining. 

The campaign by Arabian Gulf University 
showed the tiny patients what they may face during 
their stay in the hospital. 

Organised by the College of Medicine and 
Medical Sciences  on Friday  and Saturday, the 
campaign was held at Enma Mall in Riffa from 1 
-2 December. 

The role-play event helped children break their 
fear of doctors, hospitals, medicine and vaccination 
by creating a fun environment in which they play 
the role of the doctor, while the teddy bear is the 
patient.

The campaign was able to poll 432 children 
about their impression and their relationship with 
hospitals after their participation. 83 per cent of 
them expressed happiness to deal with doctors and 
hospitals.

The children stopped by various hospital 
departments such as first aid, primary care, surgery, 
vaccination and medication, and radiation. A team 
of academics, paediatricians, and medical students 
of paediatrics guided the children on how to 
conduct the required tests on their teddy bears in 
an educational-entertainment style.

The campaign also aimed to enhance the skills 
of students of the College of Medicine at AGU in 
dealing with society and utilising their energies in 
its service.

The awareness campaign received children 
between 4-12 years of age, free of charge. The 
organising team provided every participant with an 
explanation of the function of each of the hospital’s 
divisions, in an atmosphere of fun and familiarity. 

Every children received delightful gifts at the end 
of their participation.

Teddy 
helps 
kids 
beat 
hospital 
fear

In picture, highlights of the event 



Wanna try pearl diving? Here is your chance!
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On the back of a stronger 
Dubai benchmark and 

solid demand in Asia, Saudi 
Arabia has raised the official 
selling prices (OSPs) of all 
its crude grades to Asia for 
January, generally in line with 
traders’ expectations.

OPEC’s largest producer 
and exporter has lifted the 
price of its flagship Arab Light 
crude grade for Asian buyers 
by $0.40 a barrel for January 
compared to December, 
to a premium of $1.65 per 
barrel over the Dubai/Oman 
benchmark against which the 

Saudis price their oil to Asia, 
a source with knowledge of 
the pricing told  Reuters  on 
Tuesday.

The $1.65 Arab Light 
premium to Dubai/Oman is 
the highest in more than three 
years, since September 2014, 
according to Reuters data.

Saudis have raised the OSP 
for all their crude grades 
bound for Asia next month, 
Reuters’ source said.

A Reuters  survey  showed 
last week that traders expected 
Saudi Arabia to lift the OSP 
for all its grades for Asia, 

with the lighter grades getting 
higher price hikes, and smaller 
increases for the heavier 
grades. The OSP of Arab 
Extra Light was expected to be 
raised by $0.50-0.60 to a $2.95-
$3.05 premium over Dubai/
Oman. The Arab Light pricing 
reported today was at the 
upper end of the expectations 
of survey respondents.

Arab Medium and Arab 
Heavy  were expected to see 
smaller increases in OSP, 
and one of the four survey 
respondents expected a price 
cut for Arab Heavy.

In Platts’  survey, the 
expectations were similar, with 
traders expecting increases 
for the lighter grades on 
strengthened Dubai oil market 
structure in November due to 
robust demand in Northeast 
Asia and OPEC’s continued 
cuts. However, some traders 
thought the OSP differentials 
for some medium and heavy 
grades from the Middle East 
may not be raised because 
of weak fuel oil margins and 
pricing competition from 
similar grades from other 
regions. (Reuters)

Saudi ups prices
for crude to Asia

The Bahrain Tourism and Exhibition 
Authority (BTEA) has announced 
the launch of the first tourist pearl 
diving trip. Starting point for these 
tourist trips is Ras Raya Port in 
Muharraq.

Catch up to 60 Oysters!

This initiative is in line with the BTEA’s 
long-term strategy to develop the tourism 
sector in conjunction with Bahrain’s newly 
instituted Tourism Identity (Bahrain, Ours, 
Yours), which focuses on the promotion of 
Bahraini tourism both regionally and glob-
ally in line with the Kingdom’s Economic 
Vision 2030. Shaikh Khaled bin Humood Al 
Khalifa, Chief Executive Officer of the BTEA, 
praised the support of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and 
First Deputy Prime Minister, in the imple-
mentation of the national plan to revive the 
pearl industry in the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

Economic Vision 2030

Al Salam Bank-Bahrain hosted a periodic members consultative group meeting of the General Council for Islamic Banks and Financial Institutions (CIBAFI), the global umbrella 
of Islamic financial institutions, at the bank’s headquarter in the Bahrain World Trade Center on Tuesday. Members of the CIBAFI consultative group including Abdelilah Belatik, 
Secretary General of CIBAFI and Yousif Taqi, Director and Group CEO of Al Salam Bank-Bahrain attended the meeting. Topics related to the Islamic financial service industry and work 
that CIBAFI undertaking in this regard was discussed.

Gulf Air to host 
safety summit

Manama,

Gulf Air announced it 
would host the Gulf 

Flight Safety Council’s 
(GFSC) annual summit which 
will be held in Bahrain this  
year. 

Gulf Air is the official carrier 
of the two-day summit which 
will be held on 10th and 11th 
December 2017 at the ART 
Rotana Hotel & Resort. 

Comprising different sessions 
focusing on flight, ground and 
cabin safety, this year’s event 
will see the participation of key 

representatives from Gulf Air, 
Bahrain’s Civil Aviation Affairs 
(BCAA), Bahrain Airport 
Company (BAC) and Ministry 
of Interior (MOI). Airlines from 
the region, including Emirates 
Airline, Etihad Airways, Saudi 
Airlines, Oman Air, Air Arabia, 
FlyNas and Flydubai, will also 
participate in the proceedings.

The Gulf Flight Safety 
Council, which consists of a 
regional and global membership 
base, meets quarterly to 
promote safety improvement 
initiatives.

Pearl diving trips can only be undertaken 
through licenced diving centres. 

Interested parties can obtain a full list of 
licensed centres through the website  www.
pearldiving.bh<http://www.pearldiving.bh>. 

Each participant must buy a ticket from 
either the website or the tourist office at Ras 
Raya Port before the start of any pearl diving 
trip.

According to BTEA, registered participants can 
catch up to 60 oysters on each trip as per the 
regulations. 

Points to note
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Ottawa 

Canada is scrapping a plan to buy 18 Boeing Co (BA.N) 
Super Hornet fighter jets amid a deepening dispute with 

the U.S. aerospace company, three 
sources familiar with the matter said 
on Tuesday.

Instead, the Liberal government 
will announce next week it intends 
to acquire a used fleet of older 
Australia F-18 jets, the same kind 
of plane Canada currently operates. 

Washington

A rare public spat in the technology industry escalated 
on Tuesday when Google said it would block its video 

streaming application YouTube 
from two Amazon.com Inc devices 
and criticized the online retailer 
for not selling Google hardware. 
“Given this lack of reciprocity, we 
are no longer supporting YouTube 
on Echo Show and Fire TV,” Google 
said.

- Rex Tillerson

Canada scraps plan to buy Boeing jets YouTube pulls out of Amazon devices We had a lot of discussion at 
this NATO meeting ... over 
what is the proper engagement 
with Russia and I think there is 
broad consensus among 
all the NATO members 
that there,” is no 
normalization of dialogue 
with Russia today,”

US Secretary of State

BBK has 
launched 
Card–less cash 
withdrawals 
across its 
extensive, 
Kingdom wide 
ATM network 
allowing clients 
to withdraw 
cash from 
any BBK ATM 
without using a 
debit card in a 
secure and safe 
manner..

The ATMs are now equipped with a ‘Cardless Withdrawal’ 
option which when the user selects, is prompted to enter a 
Personal Identification number, after which, the client is sent 
a temporary PIN on his registered mobile phone in order to 
perform cash withdrawal from any BBK ATM. 

Select Cardless option

“The service is a convenient, easy 
way for our clients to get 24/7 access 
to their  cash instantaneously when 
they need it most, especially for 
those times when they may have 
forgotten to carry their Debit cards 
with them.”

Reyadh Yousif Sater, 
BBK Chief Executive

Kingdom’s first ‘ITM’, Interactive Teller 
Machine was launched by BBK in the Isa 
Town Financial Mall. The video-based 
interactive technology allows clients to 
conduct transactions and banking ser-
vices using real time two-way video/
audio interaction with benefits such 
as   BBK cheque deposit and cashing, 
allowing cash withdrawals greater than 
BD 700 and conducting transactions that 
would normally require a visit to the 
bank teller.

 ‘ITM’ ‘BBK Queue 
App’,

‘BBK Queue App’ is a mobile 
phone application that 
allows BBK Retail Banking cli-
ents to avoid the queues and 
plan their visits to branches 
by booking a ‘virtual ticket’ 
at anytime and at any of the 
Bank’s 16 branches.

Mumbai

The Reserve Bank of India 
kept its policy rate steady 

on Wednesday, as widely 
expected, after inflation 
accelerated to a seven-month 
high and stronger economic 
growth reduced the need for 
monetary stimulus.

RBI slightly raised its 
inflation projection by 10 bps 
to between 4.3 percent and 
4.7pc in the six months ending 
in March 2018. It also retained 
its projection for gross value 
added growth, a measure of 
economic expansion it prefers, 

at 6.7pc for the year ending in 
March, the same as its forecast 
in October. India’s economic 
growth rebounded to 6.3pc 
in the three months ending 
in September, halting a five-
quarter slide.Bond markets 
took solace that the statement 
was not as hawkish as some 
had feared after the recent 
spike in inflation. The yield on 
the benchmark 10-year bond 
yield slid 3 bps to 7.04pc from 
around 7.07pc before the policy 
decision. It had risen more than 
60 bps since the RBI’s Aug. 2 
policy meeting. (Reuters)

RBI holds rates

Manama 

The global catalyst market 
will reach 33 billion 

US dollars a year by 2018, 
said Oil Minister, Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Khalifa Al 
Khalifa yesterday. 

The Minister pointed out 
that there are developments 
in the areas of refining 
and petrochemicals and 
chemicals, as well as 
environmental factors, 
“which may have contributed 
to the growth and increasing 
demand for motivating 
factors in world markets.”

He was speaking at 
the opening of the Oil 
East Catalyst Technology 
Conference 2017 (ME- CAT 
2017) organised by Euro 
Petroleum Consultants and 
Bahrain Petroleum Company 
(Bapco) in cooperation with 
the National Oil and Gas 
Authority. 

Addressing the audience, 
the Minister expressed 
his happiness in Bahrain 
hosting the first version of 
the series of conferences and 
said, “It shows the tireless 
efforts of the government in 
overcoming the difficulties 
and in having successful 
events that contribute to the 
development in all areas.”

Supported by a number of 
international oil companies 

in the Gulf, ME- CAT 2017 is 
attended by a large number 
of experts and engineers and 
those interested in the various 
aspects of the oil industry 
from different countries of 
the world.

Discussions focus on 
the links between the 
performance of catalytic 
materials used in the 
treatment of the hydrogen 
gas oil in the refineries and 
performance in the modules 
in the industrial laboratories. 
The meeting also reviews 
ways to develop databases 

on the performance of this 
kind of commercial catalytic 
materials, best practices in 
the manufacture of catalytic 
materials as well as way to 
invest in developing the oil 
industry in the region.

The exhibition has 
attracted many national and 
global companies which will 
showcase the latest products 
and technical developments 
in the oil industry, where 
the fair is an opportunity 
to talk closely with the 
representatives of the 
participating companies.

‘Catalyst market to 
reach $33bn a year’

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) Governor Urjit Patel
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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN 

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.5738 0.3799 0.3354

KUWAIT 0.2855 32.0873 0.2877 0.2540

OMAN 0.3849 0.3820 0.3878 0.3425

QATAR 3.6420 3.6143 3.6699 3.2405

UAE 3.6730 3.6451 3.7011 3.2681

SAUDI 3.7500 3.7215 3.7787 3.3366

AUSTRALIA 0.2920 0.2896
BANGLADESH 0.00483 0.00458
CANADA 0.3018 0.2985
DENMARK 0.0627 
EGYPT 0.0241 0.0218
EURO 0.4501 0.4476
HONGKONG 0.04970 0.04930
INDIA  0.00582 0.00585
INDONESIA 0.00003017 0.00002855
IRAN TUMAN 0.00010964 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000300 
JAPAN 0.00352 0.003450
JORDAN 0.5362 0.5354
KOREA 0.00039646 
KUWAIT 1.254 1.254
MALAYSIA 0.0938 0.0936
NEW ZEALAND 0.2616 0.2616
NORWAY 0.0481 
NEPAL 0.00395 0.00365
OMAN 0.98220 0.98340
PAKISTAN 0.00366 0.00358
PHILIPPINES 0.00758 0.00747
QATAR 0.10386 0.10381
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10065 0.10071
SINGAPORE 0.2834 0.2814
SOUTH AFRICA 0.02850 0.02840
SRI LANKA 0.00283 0.00246
SWEDISH 0.0479 
SWITZERLAND 0.3891 0.3861
SYRIA 0.001740 0.0018
TAIWAN 0.013100 
THAILAND 0.011730 0.011710
TURKEY 0.1024 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.5076 0.5047
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.102850 0.102870
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37790 0.37800
YUAN 0.056800 0.056800

MP Ahammed, Chairman - 
Malabar Group has been 

selected for the most promising 
Business Leaders in Asia award 
2017 by The Economic Times 
Daily. 

He has been selected in gold 
and diamond business category 
along with other top corporate 
leaders in Asia. 

MP Ahammed received the 
business excellence award from 

Mustapa Bin Mohammed, 
Minister of Industrial & 
International Trade, Malaysia; 
in presence of T.S Tirumurti, 
Indian High Commissioner 
for Malaysia and Deepak 

Lamba, President – TSSL and 
CEO, Worldwide Media at 
the Economic Times Asian 
Business Leaders Conclave 
2017 held at Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. 

Malabar Group Chairman named
most promising biz leader of Asia

MP Ahammed receiving the award from Mustapa Bin Mohammed in the presence of T.S Tirumurti and Deepak Lamba at Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia.

Dubai

Most Middle Eastern 
stock markets fell 

yesterday because of sliding 
foreign bourses and negative 
geopolitical news.

Qatar was the hardest hit 
major market, with its index 
dropping 1.5 perc ent. Qatar 
National Bank, the biggest 
bank, tumbled 3.3pc, while 
drilling rig provider Gulf 
International Services sank 
6.5pc.

Saudi Arabia’s index 
dropped 0.6pc as National 
Industrialisation (Tasnee) 
plunged 8.1pc after the U.S. 
Federal Trade Commission 
filed a complaint aimed at 
stopping chemical maker 

Tronox Ltd from purchasing 
the titanium dioxide business 
of Tasnee’s affiliate Cristal.

But the most heavily traded 
stock, real estate firm Dar Al 
Arkan, soared 9.3pc to 11.94 
riyals. 

Saudi Industrial Export Co 
jumped 3.2pc in unusually 
heavy trade after the market 
regulator approved its request 
to reduce its capital to 10.8 
million riyals ($2.9 million) 
from 108 million riyals.

The Saudi market rose 
early this week after Yemen’s 
ex-president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh offered to support 
the Saudi-led coalition’s 
military intervention there, 
but Saleh’s subsequent 

assassination ended that  
optimism.

Dubai’s index edged up 
0.02pc because builder Drake 
& Scull, which has been 
restructuring its business, 
rocketed 9.6pc. After it 
reported a big loss for the 
third quarter, some investors 
are betting there is little bad 
news left for its fourth-quarter 
results. Abu Dhabi’s index 
climbed 1.1pc as First Abu 
Dhabi Bank gained 2.0 pc.

But in a sign of the market’s 
weakness, Abu Dhabi 
National Oil Co cut the price 
range for an IPO of its fuel 
distribution unit and will sell 
only a 10pc stake in the unit, 
valuing the potential deal at 
$900 million.

ADNOC had said last 
month it could sell as much 
as 20pc of the unit in a higher 
price range, which would 
have valued the deal as high 
as $2 billion. (Reuters)

SAUDI fell 0.6 percent to 7,026 points.

DUBAI edged up 0.02 percent to 3,395 points.

ABU DHABI rose 1.1 percent to 4,311 points.

QATAR sank 1.5 percent to 7,798 points.

EGYPT dropped 0.8 percent to 14,346 points.

KUWAIT fell 0.3 percent to 6,197 points.

BAHRAIN dropped 0.6 percent to 1,265 points.

OMAN lost 0.4 percent to 5,091 points. 

Closing Bell

Geopolitics, 
downtrend 
drag down 
region
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If four things are followed - 

having a great aim, acquiring 
knowledge, hard work, and 

perseverance - then anything 
can be achieved.  

 -A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

Khushi Rastogi
VI-F,  NMS

I couldn’t sleep for three nights,
For I could imagine what it will be like,
To escape to the woods and hide,
Three at dawn, an overnight journey by the road
While everyone asleep in the bus,
I was wide awake.
The sight was silent and scary,
I was looking at the night sky vary,
Vary with each piece of land passing by,
And each time, I heaved with a sigh,
I could see the constellations,
The moon and the star and the beauty of the dark!
I clarified my doubts and illuminated the land I see,
I wanted to fly and dance and see the light streak grow,
Grow into the lightning and thunderstorm,
Where the stars were visible no more… 

PAINTING BY DEVANSH, VA PAINTING BY FARAH, III B 

Manama

New Millennium 
School-DPS has won 

the first position in the 
Inter School Science Quiz 
Competition (QUARKS 
2017) held for all the 
CBSE schools of Bahrain 
to promote the interest of 
students in Science subject. 
The NMS-DPS team 
consisted of Noah Mikhail 
Andrade, Shlok Mishra and 
A. Kishore Kumar. 

The second prize was 
won by the Indian School 
Bahrain team which 
consisted of Karthika 
Suresh, Sai Arvind Arun 
and Nithin Jayadeep. 

The competition was 
conducted by the Science 
Department of NMS-DPS. 

The winners were 
awarded with the trophies.

School Chairman Dr. 
Ravi Pillai, Managing 
Director Geetha Pillai, and 
Principal Arun Kuumar 
Sharma congratulated the 
winning teams for their 
commendable performance 
and appreciated the 
effort of NMS’s Science 
Department for organizing 
such a wonderful event.

New Millennium School wins Science QUIZ
First prize winners

Second Prize winners

Highlights of the event
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An academic team from the College of Graduate Studies at AGU participated in the Tech No Disability Conference. It was inaugurated 
yesterday by Supreme Council for Youth & Sport First Vice Chairman and Bahrain Royal Equestrian & Endurance Federation President HH 
Shaikh Khalid Bin Hamad Al Khalifa under the slogan “With Technology and Determination, We Overcome Disability” in conjunction with 
the International Day of Disabled Persons.

Deputy Prime Minister Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa received Education Minister Dr. Majid Al Nuaimi and a 
number of officials from the Education Ministry, who briefed him on the results of Progress in International Read-
ing Literacy Study (PIRLS) 2016 issued by the International Education Association (IEA). Bahrain achieved distin-
guished results in its first participation with female students clinching the first place at the Arab level by scoring 
468 points. Meanwhile, 21 public and private schools achieved an average exceeding the global one. In addition, 
27 schools attained the required average, bringing the number of public and private schools which achieved posi-
tive results to 48.

Batelco Chairman Shaikh Mohamed bin Khalifa Al Khalifa visited the Director of Shaikh Mohammed Bin Khalifa 
Bin Salman Al Khalifa Cardiac Centre Dr. Resan Humood Al Badran as part of Batelco’s ongoing commitment to 
support the Centre. The Chairman presented Batelco’s annual donation for the Cardiac Centre during the meeting.

Electricity and Water Affairs Minister Dr. Abdulhussain MIrza received new Sudanese Ambassador 
to Bahrain Ibrahim Mohammed Al Hassan and praised the brotherly relations between the two 
countries. The Minister applauded the cooperation between Bahrain and Sudan in various fields, 
especially in the fields of electricity, water and sustainable energy.

Information Affairs Minister Ali bin Mohammed Al Rumaihi patronised the “Enjaz” Festival, organised by Enjaz 
Events and Public Relations at the Moda Mall, as part of the kingdom’s celebrations of its National Days. The Minis-
ter expressed admiration for the festival’s high-quality cultural, artistic and literary events aimed at strengthening 
the national identity.

The Ministerial Committee on Legal Affairs has convened its meeting chaired by Deputy Prime Minister Jawad bin Salem Al Arrayed.  The committee 
reviewed the topics and memoranda listed in the agenda of the meeting, including bills of law prepared in the light of proposals submitted by the Shura 
Council and the Council of Representatives to the government.

Works Affairs Undersecretary of the Ministry of Works, Municipalities and Urban Planning Ahmed Al Khayat has received representative 
of the Northern Governorate’s 6th constituency Abdulla Ashoor. During the meeting, reference was made to the different needs of the 
constituency.
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Shaikh Khalid Bin Hamad Al Khalifa under the slogan “With Technology and Determination, We Overcome Disability” in conjunction with 
the International Day of Disabled Persons.

Adviser to HRH the Prime Minister Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa received 
the Pakistani Ambassador to Bahrain Javed Malik and reviewed with him ways to 
bolster relations between the two countries in various fields. The Premier’s advi-
sor lauded the depth of the Bahraini-Pakistani relations, and their steady progress 
in various fields.

Electricity and Water Affairs Minister Dr. Abdulhussain MIrza received new Sudanese Ambassador 
to Bahrain Ibrahim Mohammed Al Hassan and praised the brotherly relations between the two 
countries. The Minister applauded the cooperation between Bahrain and Sudan in various fields, 
especially in the fields of electricity, water and sustainable energy.

The Ministerial Committee on Legal Affairs has convened its meeting chaired by Deputy Prime Minister Jawad bin Salem Al Arrayed.  The committee 
reviewed the topics and memoranda listed in the agenda of the meeting, including bills of law prepared in the light of proposals submitted by the Shura 
Council and the Council of Representatives to the government.

Works Affairs Undersecretary of the Ministry of Works, Municipalities and Urban Planning Ahmed Al Khayat has received representative 
of the Northern Governorate’s 6th constituency Abdulla Ashoor. During the meeting, reference was made to the different needs of the 
constituency.

Housing Minister Bassim Al Hamer has received a parliamentary delegation from the Russian Federation, headed by MP Russel Boriso-
vich, in the presence of First Deputy Speaker Ali Abdullah Al Aradi. The minister briefed the guests about the Government-provided 
housing services to low-income citizens over sixty years, including the ministry’s policies, criteria and plans in this regard.

The Constitutional Court celebrated the Bahraini Women’s Day in honour of its employees in recognition of their efforts and services. The event was 
attended by the Court’s Secretary General Dr. Shaikh Sabah bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Court Member Dr. Mona Jassim Al Kawari, Assistant Secretary-
General Dr. Shaikha Moneira bint Abdullah Al Khalifa, departmental directors and the honourees.

Assistant Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Faisal bin Jabur Al Doseri received a delegation from the 
United Kingdom, headed by Rehman Chishti, on a visit to the Kingdom of Bahrain. The assistant 
minister praised the friendly historic relations between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the United King-
dom, affirming keenness to further strengthen these relations to achieve the aspirations of both 
countries.
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Up late watching Stranger Things. Almost done 

with season 1. I’m obsessed!!!!
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Aaron Carter

Pop singer who has released five albums in the pop 
and hip hop genres and has performed on Dancing 
with the Stars. His breakout single was “I Want 
Candy.” 

Los Angeles

Pierce Brosnan is being sued 
by an insurance agency for 
carelessly starting a fire that 

partially torched his neighbour’s 
house.

The fire ignited in the garage 
at Brosnan’s Malibu mansion 
in February 2015 and spread to 
neighbour Alexander Haagen’s 
house.

The cause was thought to be an 
electrical problem exacerbated by 

rags that the 64-year-old actor had 
failed to dispose of properly, reports 

tmz.com.
Haagen was paid for the damage by 

his insurance company and now the 
unnamed insurance company is suing the 

former James Bond star.
Around 20 firefighters were called to the 

scene at the time and extinguished the fire in 
around 30 minutes. (IANS)

Actress Angelina Jolie has revealed 
that she wrote the film ‘By the 
Sea’ hoping that it would help 

her communicate with her then husband 
Brad Pitt. The couple began dating 

in 2005 while shooting for their film 
‘Mr. & Mrs. Smith’ and got married in 

August 2014. However, two years later, in 
September 2016, Jolie filed for divorce from 

Pitt.
‘By the Sea’, written and directed by 

Jolie, deals with a couple 14 years into their 
marriage, who are growing apart due to 
communication problems, intimacy issues, 
and fertility struggles. 

“We had met working together and we 
worked together well. I wanted us to do 
some serious work together, I thought it 
would be a good way for us to communicate. 
In some ways it was, and in some ways we 
learned some things,” Jolie told. (TOI)

Los Angeles

Actress Isla Fisher does not want to 
look younger and says she is “OK” 
with looking her own age.

“I’ve stopped having that battle. I’ve 
chosen to embrace the ageing process. I 
don’t want to look younger, I just want 
to look OK for my age. Realising that 
has made life a lot easier,” Fisher, 
41, told Balance magazine, reports 
femalefirst.co.uk.

She has put her complexion down 
to staying hydrated, a full night’s 
sleep, and a healthy diet.

She said: “I do try. I also drink 
lots of water, make sure I get seven 
hours sleep a night and eat as 
clean as I can.”

Fisher is “hooked” on 
meditation, and she has credited 
the relaxation therapy to help her 
de-stress, although she “never” 

goes to the gym. (IANS)
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Los Angeles

Actor Milo Ventimiglia keeps his 
personal life out of the spotlight 
because he wants people to focus 

on the character.
The “This Is Us” actor likes to keep 

as much of his own life private so that 
people just see his character when they 
look at him rather than him as he is as a 
person, reports people.com.

“I try to minimize myself so people 
can see the character and can really 
dive into the work... I try and remain as 
anonymous and invisible as I can so it 
doesn’t take away from the experience 
of the men that I play. I don’t know 
how interesting my life is any more 
than anyone else’s. I got to feed 
myself, I got to get to the gym, 
I have family, I have close 
friends and loved ones,” said 
Ventimiglia. (IANS)

 

1.  Coco $27.5mn
2. Justice League $16.6mn
3. Wonder $12.1mn
4. Thor: Ragnarok $9.88mn
5. Daddy’s Home 2 $7.5mn
6. Murder on the Orient Express $6.7mn
7. Three Billboards Outside Ebbing,  $4.3mn
8. Lady Bird  $4.2mn
9. The Star $4.07mn
10. A Bad Moms Christmas $3.38mn
 (boxofficemojo)

Los Angeles

Singer Camila Cabello built a 
bubble around herself to protect 
her from her critics and she is 

slowly learning to love all her flaws.
“It was hard at first, because I was my 

own worst critic. I ended up building a 
bubble and focusing on myself during 

that time. I would tell myself that I 
was beautiful and the more I said it, 
the more I believed it,” Cabello told 
J-14 magazine, reports femalefirst.
co.uk.

She added: “Learning to be OK 
with the things you consider to 
be flaws - whether it’s your acne, 
your weight or your hair - really 
makes a difference in how you 
view yourself. (IANS)

Actor John Boyega said he wants the 
iconic ‘Star Wars’ character, Yoda, 
to get his own solo film detailing 

his origins. The 25-year-old actor said 
there are a lot fan theories which can 

be taken as a source material for 
writing the movie.

“I think they need to go back 
to the Old Republic, how they 
do in the games, and discover 
what’s going on there,” Boyega 
told. 

“There’s some cool stuff 
in the ‘Star Wars’ universe 
they can use, there’s cool fan 
theories they can use that 

could be part of the movies 
too, I mean, why not? 
Personally, I want to see 
a Yoda origin story,” he 
added. (TOI)
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JUST GETTING STARTED (PG-
15) (Comedy/Crime) New
Starring:  Morgan Freeman, Tom-
my Lee Jones, Glenne Headly
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 12.30 + 
2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 + 11.45 
Pm + (1.00 Am Thurs/Fri)
 Daily At (Vip I): 12.00 + 2.15 + 
4.30 + 6.45 + 9.00 + 11.15 Pm 
SEEF (II) : Daily At: (1.00 Am 
Thurs/Fri)
SEEF (I) : Daily At: 10.30 Am + 
12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 9.45 
Pm + 12.00 Mn
SAAR : Daily At: 12.15 + 2.30 + 
4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + (11.30 Pm 
Thurs/Fri)
WADI AL SAIL : Daily At: 11.15 
Am + 1.15 + 3.15 + 5.15 + 7.15 + 
9.15 + 11.15 Pm

JUNGLE (15+) (Adventure/
Drama) New
Starring:  Daniel Radcliffe, Alex 
Russell, Thomas Kretschmann
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 11.00 
Am + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 
11.30 Pm 
SEEF (II) : Daily At: 11.15 Am + 
1.45 + 4.15 + 6.45 + 9.15 + 11.45 
Pm
SAAR : Daily At: 11.00 Am + 1.30 
+ 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + (11.30 Pm 
Thurs/Fri)
WADI AL SAIL : Daily At: 10.30 
Am + 1.00 + 3.30 + 6.00 + 8.30 + 
11.00 Pm

MARROWBONE (15+) (Drama/
Horror/Thriller) New
Starring:  Anya Taylor-Joy, Charlie 
Heaton, Mia Goth 
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 10.30 Am 
+ 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 
9.45 Pm + 12.00 Mn 
SEEF (II) : Daily At: 12.15 + 2.30 + 
4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 Pm
SAAR : Daily At: 11.45 Am + 4.15 
+ 8.45 Pm
WADI AL SAIL : Daily At: 12.00 
+ 2.15 + 4.30 + 6.45 + 9.00 + 
11.15 Pm

SHEIKH JACKSON (15+) 
(Arabic/Drama) New
Starring:  Ahmed El Fishawy, 
Ahmed Malek, Maged El Ked-
wany, Amina Khalil
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 12.45 + 
5.00 + 9.15 Pm 
SEEF (I) : Daily At: 1.45 + 6.30 + 
11.15 Pm 

BRAD’S STATUS (15+) (Drama) 
New
Starring:  Ben Stiller, Austin 
Abrams, Jenna Fischer
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 10.30 Am 
+ 2.45 + 7.00 + 11.15 Pm  
SEEF (II) : Daily At: 11.45 Am + 
2.00 + 4.15 + 6.30 + 8.45 + 11.00 
Pm

DADDY’S HOME 2 (PG-15) 
(Comedy)

Starring:  Will Ferrell, Mark Wahl-
berg, Mel Gibson
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 10.30 Am 
+ 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 
9.45 Pm + 12.00 Mn + 
(1.00 Am Thurs/Fri)
 Daily At (Vip Ii): 11.45 Am + 2.00 
+ 4.15 + 6.30 + 8.45 + 11.00Pm 
SEEF (II) : Daily At: 11.00 Am + 
1.15 + 3.30 + 5.45 + 8.00 + 10.15 
Pm + (12.30 Mn Thurs/Fri)
SAAR : Daily At: 12.00 + 2.15 + 
4.30 + 6.45 + 9.00 + (11.15 Pm 
Thurs/Fri)
WADI AL SAIL : Daily At: 12.15 
+ 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 
11.30 Pm

COCO + OLAF’S FROZEN 
ADVENTURE (PG) (Animation/
Adventure/Comedy) 
Starring:  Anthony Gonzalez, 
Gael Garcia Bernal, Benjamin 
Bratt
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 12.15 + 
3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 Pm  
SEEF (II) : Daily At: 12.30 + 3.15 + 
6.00 + 8.45 + 11.30 Pm
WADI AL SAIL : Daily At: 12.00 + 
2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 Pm

JUSTICE LEAGUE (PG-13) 
(Action/Adventure) 
Starring:  Ben Affleck, Henry 
Cavill, Gal Gadot
CINECO (20) : Daily At (Imax 3D): 
5.30 + 8.15  + 11.00 Pm
Daily At: 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 
+ 8.45 + 11.30 Pm + (1.00 Am 
Thurs/Fri)
SEEF (II) : Daily At: 11.00 Am + 
1.45 + 4.30 + 7.15 + 10.00 Pm + 
(12.45 Mn Thurs/Fri)

THE MOUNTAIN BETWEEN 
US (PG-13) (Thriller/Drama/
Romantic) 
Starring:  Idris Elba, Kate Winslet, 
Beau Bridges
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 11.30 
Am + 1.45 + 4.00 + 6.15 + 8.30 + 
10.45 Pm + (12.30 Mn Thurs/Fri)

SEEF (II) : Daily At: 12.45 + 5.15 
+ 9.45 Pm
WADI AL SAIL : Daily At: 11.45 
Am + 4.15 + 8.45 Pm

PADDINGTON 2 (PG) 
(Adventure/Comedy/Family) 
Starring:  Ben Whishaw, Sally 
Hawkins, Hugh Grant
CINECO (20) : Daily At (Imax 2D): 
10.45 Am  + 1.00 + 3.15 Pm 
Daily At: 11.45 Am + 2.00 + 4.15 
+ 6.30 + 8.45 + 11.00 Pm 
SEEF (II) : Daily At: 10.30 Am + 
3.00 + 7.30 Pm + 12.00 Mn
SAAR : Daily At: 2.00 + 6.30 + 
(11.00 Pm Thurs/Fri)
AL JAZIRA : On Thursday 7Th : 
2.00 + 4.15 + 6.30 + 8.45 + 11.00 
Pm
WADI AL SAIL : Daily At: 2.00 + 
6.30 + 11.00 Pm

MURDER ON ORIENT EXPRESS 
(PG-15) (Crime/Thriller) 
Starring:  Daisy Ridley, Johnny 
Depp, Michelle Pfeiffer
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 11.30 Am 
+ 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 Pm + 
12.00 Mn + (12.45 Mn Thurs/Fri)
SEEF (II) : Daily At: 12.00 + 4.30 
+ 9.00 Pm

ACT OF VENGEANCE (15+) 
(Action/Crime) 
Starring:  Antonio Banderas, Cris-
tina Serafini, Atanas Srebrev
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 11.00 Am 
+ 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 + 7.00 + 9.00 
+ 11.00 Pm 

THE FOREIGNER (15+) (Action/
Thriller/Crime) 
Starring:  Jackie Chan, Pierce 
Brosnan, Charlie Murphy
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 10.45 
Am + 1.15 + 3.45 + 6.15 + 8.45 + 
11.15 Pm + (12.45 Mn Thurs/Fri)

WONDER (PG-13) (Drama/
Family) 
Starring:  Julia Roberts, Jacob 
Tremblay, Owen Wilson
CINECO (20) : Daily At:  12.30 + 
3.00 + 5.30 + 8.00 + 10.30 Pm 
SEEF (II) : Daily At:  2.15 + 6.45 + 
11.15 Pm

THOR, RAGNAROK (PG-15) 
(Action/Adventure) 
Starring:  Chris Hemsworth, Tom 
Hiddleston, Mark Ruffalo
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 12.45 + 
3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 Pm 
SEEF (I) : Daily At: 12.15 + 3.00 + 
5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 Pm

JIGSAW (18+) (Crime/Thriller/
Horror) 
Starring:  Matt Passmore, Tobin 
Bell, Callum Keith Rennie
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 10.45 Am 

+ 12.45 + 2.45 + 4.45 + 6.45 + 
8.45 + 10.45 Pm 

THE SON OF BIG FOOT (PG) 
(Animation/Adventure) 
Starring:  Cinda Adams, Bob 
Barlen, Cal Brunker
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 10.30 Am 
+ 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 
8.30 + 10.30 Pm 
SEEF (II) : Daily At: 11.00 Am + 
1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 +7.00 + 9.00 + 
11.00 Pm

THE HITMAN’S BODYGUARD 
(15+) (Action/Comedy)
Starring: Ryan Reynolds, Gary 
Oldman, Samuel L. Jackson
CINECO (20) : Daily At: 1.30 + 
6.00 + 10.30 Pm 

GEOSTORM (PG-15) (Action/
Thriller/Sci-Fiction) 
Starring:  Gerard Butler, Jim 
Sturgess, Abbie Cornish
CINECO (20) : Daily At:  11.15 
Am + 3.45 + 8.15 Pm 

CHRISTMAS ALL OVER AGAIN 
(PG) (Comedy/Family) New 
Starring:  Joey Lawrence, Christy 
Carlson Romano, Christopher 
Gray
SEEF (II) : Daily At: 11.00 Am + 
1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 + 7.00 + 9.00 + 
11.00 Pm

RICHE (Tamil) New 
Starring:  Nivin Pauly, Shraddha 
Srinath, Natarajan Subramaniam
SEEF (II) : From Friday 8Th : (1.00 

Am Fri)
SEEF (I) : From Friday 8Th: 
11.30 Am + 2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 
9.30 Pm + 12.00 Mn
AL JAZIRA : From Friday 8Th : 
2.00 + 4.30 + 7.00 + 9.30 Pm + 
(12.00 Mn Fri)
AL HAMRA : From Friday 8Th: 
12.00 + 6.00 Pm + (12.00 Mn Fri)

THE OSIRIS CHILD (15+) 
(Action/Adventure/Drama) 
New 
Starring:  Kellan Lutz, Daniel 
Macpherson, Isabel Lucas
SEEF (I) : Daily At: 12.30 + 2.45 
+ 5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 + 11.45 Pm

FUKREY RETURNS (PG-15) 
( H i n d i / C o m e d y / D r a m a /
Romantic) New
Starring: Pulkit Samrat, Manjot 
Singh, Ali Fazal
SEEF (I) : Daily At: 11.00 Am + 
3.45 + 8.30 Pm

PUNYALAN PRIVATE LIMITED 
(Malayalam) New
Starring:  Jayasurya, Nyla Usha, 
Aju Varghese, Vijayaraghavan
SEEF (I) : Daily At:  10.30 Am + 
1.00 + 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 Pm + 
12.00 Mn
AL JAZIRA : Daily At:  3.30 + 
6.15 + 9.00 + (11.45 Pm Thurs/
Fri)
AL HAMRA : On Thursday 7Th 
:  12.00 + 3.00 + 6.00 + 9.00 Pm 
+ 12.00 Mn
From Friday 8Th:  3.00 + 9.00 
Pm

Children don’t get to 
decide how pretty they 

are when they’re born, yet 
how they behave determines, 
to a large degree, how 
beautiful they become. So it 
goes in the sincere, unusually 
thoughtful Wonder, in 
which two unfairly attractive 
parents (Julia Roberts and 
Owen Wilson) bolster the 
confidence of their young 
son, Auggie (Room’s Jacob 
Tremblay, the real deal), born 
with a facial deformity that 
even his active imagination 
can’t fully overcome. 

Auggie, a budding science 
whiz and Star Wars obsessive, 

is set to start private 
middle school, a shift that 
requires him to remove the 
astronaut helmet he’s worn 
as a barrier against shocked  
stares. 

His misadventures among 
his peers sometimes get 
rough, but director Stephen 
Chbosky (maker of 2012’s 
empathic The Perks of Being 
a Wallflower) is smart enough 
to limit this scenario’s mush to 
a minimum, instead shifting 
his focus to the people 
around Auggie who need to 
evolve.

R. J. Palacio’s novel on 
which the film is based is 

beloved by young people; 
it’s even taught in schools as 
a fair-minded entryway into 
social interaction. Although 
the film takes place in a 
fantasy version of brownstone 
Brooklyn, it’s more cutting 
than the book, especially 
for the way it shuns the 
concept of a star vehicle and 
sharpens the material into a 
forum for several moments of  
guilt. 

Auggie’s new friend, Jack 
(Noah Jupe), a scholarship kid, 
grapples with peer pressure 
and the effects of some 
casually cruel language he 
unleashes.  (timeout)
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Morrells Business 
Services

• CR Formation for single 
establishment

• CR Formation for Partnership
• CR Formation for all 

company types
• CR Amendment
• Opening New branches
• Visa applications
• Document clearance with all 

ministries
• Document clearance with 

immigration
Contact: 39660750,
tel: 17280049 fax: 17280420,
email: 
tahirhameed57@hotmail.com
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Mohamed Ahmadi Co. W.L.L

“Miles covered with a smile...”

“Best Fare at your Door Step”                    

MAC 
TRAVEL & TOURISM

General & Contract Cleaning Services
Manned Security Services
Travel & Tourism
Civil works-Block, Plastering & Tile Fixing
Trading of Garbage Bags/Hand Towels & Cleaning Detergents

Air ticket to all global airlines
Fabulous tour package around the globe
Hotels and service apartment
Tailor made packages
Travel Insurance

HOTLINE 
8000 1088

Tel: 17268 111 | Fax: 17268 222 | Mob: 39462097
Manama | Kingdom of Bahrain | info@macbh.com | www.macbh.com

an ISO Certified Company

ishtargatetours@gmail.com or call 36788001

DO YOU HAVE VISITORS FROM
YOUR FAMILY OR VIP GROUPS?

LET THEM JOIN US 
FOR A WONDERFUL 
CITY TOUR IN THE 

KINGDOM OF 
BAHRAIN AND 
ENJOY ALL THE 

HISTORICAL AND 
TRADITIONAL SITES 

WITH US.

Ishtar Gate Tours

Tours And Travels

LINEAGE
300 fils per word
per day (Minimum 10 words)

DISPLAY COLOUR
BD 12/- per single
coloumn centimetre
(minimum 4cm)

DISPLAY B & W
BD 6/- per single
column centimetre
(Minimum 4cm)

DEADLINE
Lineage 11am
Display 9am
Cancellation 12pm

WORKING HOURS
Saturday to Thursday
8 am - 6 pm

SERIES DISCOUNT
2 + 3 OR 5 + 5

Luxury Villa in Bangalore, Hennur Main Road -
Luxury Row-Villas by the renowned International Architect Andy 

Fisher Workshop 

“Most Affordable Luxury Row-Villa in North Bangalore”

4 Bed Homes - 2957 sq.ft 
Cost: Rs.2.24 Cr (negotiable)

Expected Completion – June 2018

Choice of Row-Villas:
Villas with a Private Garden

• Full fledged Independent Clubhouse with an attached
         infinity pool.
• Beautiful Outdoor landscaping amenities consists of 

extensive gardens, party lawn, Bio- pond, Jogging Track & 
Children’s Play area.

• Project approved by BDA (Bangalore Development 
Authority) & leading financial institutions – SBI,LIC HFC, 
HDFC, Citi Bank & Axis Bank.

For Details Call/whatsapp:
+973 38444684

SENIOR SALES EXECUTIVES
Required for a well established Events & marketing 
Company in Bahrain. Driver Licence is compulsory.
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

ADMIN ASSISTANT 
required for a Leading company in Bahrain. 
Female Candidates preferred. Minimum 3 
years Experience & Good Communication skills 
mandatory.
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

SENIOR SALES Manager
Required for a well established Events & marketing 
Company in Bahrain. Driver Licence is compulsory.
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER
Required for a leading media agency in Bahrain. 
Relevant Experience Mandatory.
Send CV to Classifieds@dt.bh

17532210 / 39516721

Cockroach
Bed Bugs
Rodent 
Anti Termite 
& All Other Pests

For

HURRY
LIMITED SEATS

NAME CHANGE

I, DIN MUHAMMAD ZARDAK KHAN, S/O ZARDAK 
KHAN, holding Pakistani Passport No. YV0151402, 

dated 04/11/2017 issued at Bahrain, having 
permanent residence at Vill:Sadi Khel P/o Jandola, 
District T A  Adj Tank Pakistan, presently residing 

at Flat/Villa 0, Bldg. 211, Road 100, Block: 928, Riffa/ 
Wadi Al Sail, will henceforth be known as 

NIAZ MUHAMMAD KHAN,
objections if any, may be forwarded to EMBASSY 

OF PAKISTAN, P.O.Box 563, Manama, 
Kingdom of Bahrain.
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CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

Your current paradigm may get shifted a bit. 
There’s a good chance that your emotions 
will go through a significant transformation 
today. Your mind may be spinning. Don’t get 
caught up in the mental maelstrom. You can 
cut through the jargon that your mind may be 
feeding you by relying on your sixth sense.

Ordering one item from the menu isn’t 
going to satisfy you today. You need a buffet 
table where you can try everything - either 
that or an eight-course meal served with a 
smile. You’re happy to share your meal with 
others as long as you can have a bite of what 
everyone else is having as well.

This is a good day to vocalize your feelings. 
By speaking about a problem out loud, you’ll 
eventually talk your way to a solution. By 
externalizing what’s going on in your head, the 
issue is somehow easier to handle. Keeping it all 
inside gives it very little room to move around. 
You’re closer to a solution than you think. Find 
your voice and the answer will find you.

There’s plenty to talk about. The hard part is 
finding a reason to stop talking. Once someone 
brings up philosophy or religion, it seems like 
the floodgates open. You’ll be occupied for a 
few hours as you engage in a discussion. Your 
mind will jump around, and you’ll be happy to 
consider many perspectives, although you’ll 
have the last say about what you believe.

It may be difficult to focus. The trick is to not 
take anything too emotionally. Keep things on 
the light side, and don’t get too frustrated if 
you can’t seem to find the tools to dig as deeply 
as you’d like. You may be more productive 
if you skim many issues instead of trying to 
penetrate deeply into one in particular.

This is a very climactic time of month on the 
emotional front, and you may lash out for 
no apparent reason. This is a time when any 
emotions that you’ve stored up inside are 
forced to come out in one way or another. You 
may feel like you have little control over how 
you express feelings. The force behind your 
emotions is tremendous.

Make sure to take something to read with you. 
There may be times when you have to wait for 
someone and you’ll want to be productive. 
You’ll inevitably get antsy and could get angry 
with the person holding up your day. Having 
something to focus on will calm you and make 
you feel like you’re not wasting your time. You 
could thoroughly enjoy the time rather than 
get angry. 

Your mind is hungry for stimulation, so give 
it plenty of food to chew on. This food could 
come in the form of a lively discussion about 
politics and world events or perhaps an offbeat 
periodical. Your perspective could change on 
a dime, so keep your mind open to new ideas. 
The information that comes your way will be 
enriching and surprising.

Things should be going your way, and you may 
feel like quite a bit is getting done without 
your having to lift a finger. At the same time, 
a nagging voice in the back of your mind is 
telling you to watch your back. Have all your 
bases covered. While you may be tempted to 
go with the most comfortable and familiar, this 
is a good time to consider other perspectives.

You may be in a quagmire of indecision. Your 
brain is turning in many directions but not 
coming to any conclusion. Work with this 
energy rather than become frustrated by it. 
Feel free to examine every idea thoroughly. By 
the time you really have to make a decision, 
you’ll know what you want. For now, you’re 
better off experimenting.

The latest magazines and trends in fashion 
and movies will catch your attention. There’s 
a piece of late-breaking news that will matter 
a great deal to you. Conversations revolving 
around these topics are likely to come up 
at dinner tonight. You’ll have a fresh tidbit 
of information to share with others. Long 
conversations on current ideas will prove 
extremely rewarding.

You may feel like a scatterbrain when you forget 
where you put your keys and put detergent in 
the dryer with your freshly washed clothes. 
Your brain is tossed every which way, and it 
may be hard to follow through on anything you 
start. Don’t get too hung up on this. Go with 
the flow without trying to force yourself into 
anything that doesn’t come naturally.

1- Sacred song; 6- Pouches; 10- OPEC units; 14- Up ___ (trapped); 
15- Pile; 16- Part of QED; 17- Damp; 18- A Chaplin; 19- “David 
Copperfield” wife; 20- Dance step; 21- The study of death; 24- Pigged 
out; 26- Swaps; 27- Choice: Abbr.; 28- Steel girder; 30- ___ Only 
Just Begun; 33- Go with; 35- Addams family cousin; 38- Leaves out; 
40- God, biblically; 41- Uncanny; 43- Catchall abbr.; 44- One-celled 
organism; 47- Fine and delicate; 48- Purchaser; 49- Average mark; 51- 
Secret stuff; 54- Unoriginal; 58- Capital of Malaysia; 61- ___ Canals; 
62- Business letter abbr.; 63- Growl; 64- Ages between 13 and 19; 66- 
After the bell; 67- Romeo’s last words; 68- Goddesses of the seasons; 
69- Squabbling; 70- Top-notch; 71- End of ___; 

1- Argentine plain; 2- Brown ermine; 3- Spring up; 4- ___ Misérables; 
5- Spunk; 6- Weaned pig; 7- Long time; 8- Injectable diazepam, in 
military lingo; 9- Splash; 10- Mad confusion; 11- Young; 12- Big; 13- 
Remains; 22- Gap; 23- Make a speech; 25- I’d hate to break up ___; 28-
More frigid; 29- Explosive weapon; 30- Heartache; 31- CPR expert; 
32- Singer Damone; 34- Foot covering; 35- George Gershwin’s 
brother; 36- Personal quirk; 37- Mystery writer Josephine; 39- Place 
to sweat it out; 42- Mtn. stat; 45- Pain in the muscles; 46- Rights org.; 
48- Theatrical dance; 50- Singer Kitt; 51- Pack leader; 52- Attack;  53- 
Desert bloomers; 54- Binge; 55- Grenoble’s river; 56- Echolocation; 
57- Old Testament book; 59- Word processing command; 60- 
Common street name; 65- Ages and ages; 

BEETLE BAILEY R
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Washington 

Remains believed to be 
of a Revolutionary War 

hero buried at West Point 
don’t belong to a woman 
known as Captain Molly 
after all but to an unknown 
man.

The US Military Academy 
said Tuesday the discovery 
stems from a study of skeletal 
remains conducted after 
Margaret Corbin’s grave 
was accidentally disturbed 
last year by excavators 
building a retaining wall by 
her monument in the West 
Point Cemetery. Tests by 

a forensic anthropologist 
revealed the remains were 
likely those of a middle-aged 
man who lived between the 
Colonial period and 19th 
century. 

Corbin was known for 
bravely stepping in to fire 
a cannon in 1776 during 
a battle in New York City 
after her husband was 
killed. She was severely 
wounded during the Battle 
of Fort Washington, but 
lived another 24 years. She 
became the nation’s first 
woman to receive a pension 
for military service. (AP) 

London

Two men appeared in 
court yesterday in 

London on terror charges 
over an alleged plot to kill 
British Prime Minister 
Theresa May, according to 
British government officials.

Officials say the men 
conspired to launch a 
suicide-knife attack on 
Downing Street, the official 
home of the Prime Minister.

News of the foiled 
assassination plot broke 

shortly after the head 
of Britain’s domestic 
intelligence service MI5, 
Andrew Parker, had briefed 
the cabinet on the terrorist 
threat and informed 
ministers that his service 
had thwarted nine terrorist 
attacks this year.

He informed ministers of 
the plot during the briefing, 
although the information 
was held back from the 
media for several hours.
(voanews)

London 

Mayor of London Sadiq 
Khan called on the 

British government yesterday 
to make a formal apology 
for the 1919 Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre in which 
nearly 400 Sikhs were shot 
dead by British Indian army  
soldiers.

During a visit to the 
Golden Temple at Amritsar 
in northern India, the most 
important pilgrimage site 
of Sikhism, Khan called the 
massacre one of the most 
horrific events in Indian 
history.

On Sunday 13 April 
1919, some 50 soldiers 

began shooting at unarmed 
civilians who were taking 
part in a peaceful protest 
against oppressive laws 
enforced in the Punjab by 
British colonial authorities.

At least 379 Sikhs were 
killed, but the figure is still 
disputed.

“It is wrong that successive 
British governments have 
fallen short of delivering 
a formal apology to the 
families of those who were 
killed,” he said.

Khan, who is from the 
opposition Labour Party, 
does not speak for Britain’s 
Conservative government. 
(Reuters) 

“This is a narrative that keeps 
coming up every six weeks, and 
I would say you all need to 
get some new sources, because 
your story keeps being wrong,”

The US Air Force flew a 
B-1B supersonic bomber 
over the Korean peninsula 
on Wednesday as part of 
a massive joint aerial drill 
with South Korea in anoth-
er show of strength against 
the weapons challenge 
posed by Pyongyang.

Do you think Trump would 
reverse the decision to 
recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital amid widespread 
protests?

Yes               No              Cant Say

Skeleton in US grave of woman 
war hero belongs to a man

Britain thwarts plot to kill PM

London mayor calls for UK 
apology over Indian massacre

US State Secretary Rex Tillerson 
over rumours about resignation

US B-1B bomber 
holds drills in 
Korean peninsula 

Pak engineer kidnapped 
in Afghanistan rescued 
A Pakistani engineer who 
had been abducted in 
Afghanistan earlier this year 
has been rescued by the 
country’s army, the media 
reported on Wednesday.

France’s biggest rock star, 
Johnny Hallyday, the leath-
er-trousered “French Elvis” 
who sold more than 110m 
albums over a career span-
ning more than half a cen-
tury, has died aged 74.

An Argentine woman has 
been reunited with her rela-
tives 40 years after she was 
stolen as a newborn by the 
country’s former dictatorship. 

Johnny Hallyday, the 
‘French Elvis’, dies at 74

Argentina stolen baby 
reunited with relatives 

London Mayor Sadiq Khan visits the holy Sikh shrine of 
Golden temple in Amritsar, India

Montreal

A network of 15,000-year-
old caves beneath 

Montreal has been discovered 
by amateur explorers in what 
has been described as a “once 
in a lifetime” find.

Cavers have been 
exploring the Saint Leonard 
Cavern and its associated 
tunnels beneath the 
Canadian city for years, but 
have now chanced upon a 
new passageway 200 metres 
long, six metres deep and, in 
parts, only crossable by boat, 
believed to have been formed 
during the last ice age.

Luc Le Blanc and Daniel 
Caron, both members of 
the Quebec Speleological 
Society, found the caves, near 

Parc Pie XII, after years of 
trial and error exploration.

The pair used drills and 
hammers to probe past 
limestone walls, sure there 
was more on the other side.

“It’s a very rare event in 
your life [that] you discover 
so much cave passage,” Le 
Blanc told Global News.

“At the end of the passage 
we explored so far, the water 
is five metres deep. We have 
to explore with an inflatable 
canoe and eventually we have 
to leave the canoe and go 
with our fins.

“We broke a small hole 
and through that window, 
we could see the void. Then 
we made our way through.”

Experts say the cavern 

was formed after downward 
pressure from glaciers 
cracked the rock during the 
ice age.

City authorities have 
launched a full investigation 
of the caves in the hope 
that one day they might be 
opened to the public.

“It could be something 
unique in the world,” Saint-
Leonard city councillor 
Dominic Perri told Global 
News. “Normally [when] you 
think about caves, you think 
of far away in the mountains, 
but it’s right here in the  
city.”

“People can enjoy this 
scientific discovery. We 
don’t want them to destroy 
it.” (The Telegraph)

Ice Age 
caves 
discovered 
beneath 
Montreal

Johannesburg

One of the oldest and most 
complete skeletons of 

humankind’s ancestors has 
been unveiled in South Africa.

A team spent more than 20 
years excavating, cleaning and 
putting together the skeleton of 
Little Foot.

Its exact age is debated, but 
South African scientists say the 
remains are 3.67 million years 
old.

This would mean Little 
Foot was alive about 500,000 
years before Lucy, the famous 
skeleton of an ancient human 
relative found in Ethiopia.

Both Little Foot and Lucy 
belong to the same genus - 
Australopithecus - but they are 
different species.

Scientists believe this shows 

humankind’s ancestors were 
spread across a far wider area 
of Africa than had previously 
thought. It also suggests there 
were a diverse number of 
species.

Little Foot was discovered in 

the Sterkfontein caves, north-
west of South Africa’s main city 
Johannesburg, by Professor 
Ron Clarke.

It is thought that she was 
a young girl who fell down a 
shaft of one of the caves.(BBC)

Ancient South African 
skeleton unveiled

A virtually complete Australopithecus fossil is displayed at the 
University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg

Saint Leonard cave 
under Montreal
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Participants march against sexual assault and 
harassment at the #MeToo March in Hollywood.

New York 

Time magazine named as 
Person of the Year yesterday 

“the silence breakers” who 
triggered a national reckoning 
by revealing the pervasiveness of 
sexual harassment, assault and 
abuse in US life.

President Donald Trump was 
runner-up in the prestigious 
ranking, ahead of his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping.

Time designated as “silence 
breakers” the individuals, mostly 
women, who came forward this 
year to publicly expose patterns 
of sexual harassment, assault and 
even rape by some of society’s 
most powerful public figures.

Those recognized by Time 
range from famous actresses who 
took on disgraced Hollywood 
mogul Harvey Weinstein to 
ordinary women who shared 
their stories of abuse using the 
hashtag #MeToo and its foreign 
language equivalents.

The accusations against 
Weinstein, who has denied 
wrongdoing, proved a tipping 
point for a flood of sordid 
revelations involving other titans 
of Hollywood, big business, 
politics and the news media.

Many once-admired leaders 
in their fields have been fired or 
suspended, their brilliant careers 
in tatters.

One of the figures singled 
out by Time, Ashley Judd 
was the first actress to come 
forward on the record to make 
accusations against the 65-year-
old Weinstein.

She was followed by more 
than a hundred others, and a 
watershed moment began.

“When a movie star says 
#MeToo, it becomes easier to 
believe the cook who’s been 
quietly enduring for years,” a 
Time article read.

“This reckoning appears to 
have sprung up overnight. But it 
has actually been simmering for 
years, decades, centuries.

“These silence breakers have 
started a revolution of refusal, 
gathering strength by the day, 
and in the past two months 
alone, their collective anger 
has spurred immediate and 
shocking results: nearly every 
day, CEOs have been fired, 
moguls toppled, icons disgraced. 
In some cases, criminal charges 
have been brought.”

The Person of the Year 
announcement came as The 
New York Times published a 
report detailing a widespread 
“complicity machine” of 
powerful relationships that 
enabled Weinstein to silence or 
intimidate his accusers for years.

Weinstein has denied via 
his lawyers and spokespeople 
that he engaged in any non-
consensual behaviour. He has 
not been charged with any 
crimes, though investigations 
have been launched in London, 
Los Angeles and New York.

‘Open secrets’ 
A number of men also have 
revealed they were victims of 
sexual abuse, including Anthony 

Rapp, who accused Oscar-
winning actor Kevin Spacey of 
making sexual advances on him 
when he was a teenager.

More than a dozen men have 
since come forward with similar 
accusations against Spacey, 
some of whom were teens at the 
time of the alleged abuse.

On Time’s cover is a 
composite group photograph 
featuring Judd, along with 
singer Taylor Swift and ex-Uber 
engineer Susan Fowler.

“The galvanizing actions of 
the women on our cover... along 
with those of hundreds of others, 
and of many men as well, have 
unleashed one of the highest-
velocity shifts in our culture 
since the 1960s,” Time editor-
in-chief Edward Felsenthal said 
in a statement.

Calling #MeToo a “powerful 
accelerant,” Felsenthal noted 
that the hashtag has been used 
millions of times in at least 85 
countries.

“The idea that influential, 
inspirational individuals shape 
the world could not be more apt 
this year,” Felsenthal said.

“For giving voice to open 
secrets, for moving whisper 
networks onto social networks, 
for pushing us all to stop 
accepting the unacceptable, The 
Silence Breakers are the 2017 
Person of the Year.”

Time has designated an 
individual or group who has 
most influenced the year’s news 
and events as Person of the Year 
since 1927. (AFP) 

Ashley Judd, Susan Fowler, Adama Iwu, Taylor Swift, and Isabel Pascual (a pseudonym) are 
pictured on the Time magazine Person of the Year cover for 2017.
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New Delhi

If their two most experienced 
batsmen led Sri Lanka’s 

first-innings fight, their fifth-
day heroes were two newer 
faces. Dhananjaya de Silva 
scored his third hundred in 
only his 11th Test, and Roshen 
Silva made an unbeaten 74 on 
debut, their efforts leading Sri 
Lanka to a fighting draw at the 
Feroz Shah Kotla.

It was a heartening result, 
given that Sri Lanka came 
here right after suffering 
their worst-ever defeat in 
the second Test in Nagpur. 
Neither Dhananjaya nor 
Roshen played that game, and 
their displays here may have 
made fans back home wonder 
why the former isn’t yet a 
settled member of Sri Lanka’s 
top order and why it took 103 
first-class games for the latter 
to convince the selectors of 
his ability.

India took only two 
wickets on the fifth day, of 
Angelo Mathews and Dinesh 
Chandimal, their two first-
innings centurions. They never 
once picked up two wickets 
back-to-back: Chandimal 
and Dhananjaya added 112, 
Dhananjaya and Roshen 58 
before the former retired hurt, 
and Roshen and Niroshan 
Dickwella an unbroken 94.

It was a reflection of how 
well Sri Lanka batted, but also 
of how little help there was 
for either seam or spin on one 
of the most benign fifth-day 
tracks seen in India in recent 
times.

With five overs left for 
tea, India were given a small 
opening when Dhananjaya 
walked off the field, having 
struggled through most of 
the second session with a 
thigh injury that inhibited his 

footwork and running between 
the wickets. They took the 
second new ball in the last over 
before tea, and began the final 
session hoping it would give 
them some much-craved-for 
bite and bounce.

But Roshen, whose nimble 
feet and unhurried manner 
were reminiscent of Sri 
Lanka’s current batting coach 
Thilan Samaraweera, was 
just as assured against India’s 
quicks as he had against their 
spinners. A Mohammed Shami 
lifter hit him on the gloves and 
he inside edged Ishant Sharma 
into his box, but otherwise he 
wasn’t troubled, as he ignored 
anything wide of off stump and 
ducked or swayed to avoid the 
short ones. India brought back 
spin, and Roshen immediately 
brought up his fifty, stepping 
out and driving Ravindra 
Jadeja to the cover boundary.

India had a greater chance 
of dismissing the impulsive 
Niroshan Dickwella at 
the other end, and the 
w i c k e t k e e p e r - b a t s m a n , 
playing all his shots despite 
the match situation, gave 
them one clear-cut chance 
with the final hour looming. 
Stepping out of his crease to 
Jadeja, he missed one that 
hit the rough outside his off 
stump but refused to turn. 
The ball beat Wriddhiman 
Saha too, and thudded into 
his chest rather than settle in 
his gloves.

Dickwella kept playing his 
shots, which led to a couple 
of hairy moments - a missed 
sweep out of the rough off 
Jadeja, a top-edged sweep off R 
Ashwin - but nothing resulting 
in a chance, and the players 
eventually shook hands with 
35 minutes left of the last hour. 
(espncricinfo)

Dhananjaya, 
Roshen 

deny India 2-0

BRIEF SCORE
India 536 for 7 dec (Kohli 243, Vijay 
155, Sandakan 4-167) and 246 for 5 
dec (Dhawan 67) drew with Sri Lanka 
373 (Chandimal 164, Mathews 111, 
Ashwin 3-90, Ishant 3-98) and 299 
for 5 (Dhananjaya 119 retired hurt, 
Roshen 74*, Jadeja 3-81)

London

Sebastian Vettel is confident 
Ferrari will execute 

their plan to overtake Lewis 
Hamilton and the Mercedes in 
2018.

Vettel came second in the 
2017 F1 Drivers’ Championship 
to Hamilton.

Ferrari also lost out on the 
Constructors’ title to Mercedes.

Vettel had led the 
championship by 14 points at 
one stage but the tide turned 
after the summer break, as 
Hamilton cantered to a fourth 
career title.

But Ferrari were still deemed 
to have had a successful season 
and are tipped to rival Mercedes 
for the championship in 2018.

And four-time title holder 
Vettel reckons his team are in 
the right place to surpass the 
Silver Arrows.

“Obviously we had two or 
three races that turned out to be 
very costly for different reasons 
and Mercedes have been very, 
very strong and consistent all 

year,” Vettel said.
“In the end we weren’t good 

enough to take it to the last race 
and take the championship.

“I think we know what we 
need to do.

“There are lessons that were 
obvious, some were a bit more 
hidden but I’m sure we’ll dig 

deep enough and try to find all 
of them.

“If you look where we were 
in 2016, I think we did the 
biggest step out of all and from 
winter testing we were right 
there.

“Historically we lost out 
as the season progressed but 

this year we still had so much 
potential, so many big steps, 
but we managed to do them 
and stay in the fight.” 

Vettel will race alongside 
Kimi Raikkonen again next 
year, with Hamilton partnered 
by Valtteri Bottas. (express.
co.uk)

‘I know how Ferrari can catch Hamilton, Merc’

London

Serena Williams has entered 
the Australian Open in 

January, tournament director 
Craig Tiley has said.

The 36-year-old won this 
year’s event in Melbourne 
while in the early weeks of 
pregnancy and gave birth to a 
daughter in September.

Tiley told the Herald Sun the 
23-time Grand Slam winner is 
“very likely” to return to tennis 
in Melbourne.

“She’s got her visa, she’s 
entered, she’s practising,” he 

said. “There’s no question she’ll 
be ready in our view.”

Williams, who has won the 
Australian Open seven times, 
has posted on social media that 
she has returned to training.

Australia’s Margaret Court, 
with 24, is the only player still 
ahead of Serena in terms of 
Grand Slam singles titles.

“She wants to break a record 
that is Margaret Court’s,” added 
Tiley. “It would be a pretty 
significant accomplishment 
for her to be able to do that.” 
(BBC)

Serena has entered 
Australian Open

Sri Lanka’s Dhananjaya De Silva (C) plays a shot (Picture courtesy: AP)

Serena Williams (file pic)

Sebastian Vettel (file pic)



Paris

Cristiano Ronaldo looks set to match 
his great rival Lionel Messi on 

Thursday by claiming a fifth Ballon d’Or 
as recognition for leading Real Madrid 
to a La Liga and Champions League 
double last season.

Barcelona’s 30-year-old Argentinian 
superstar won the coveted award from 
2009 to 2012 and in 2015. Portugal’s 
Ronaldo, who is 32, took the honours in 
2008, 2013, 2014 and last year.

The man who came to maturity 
under the watchful eye of 
ex-Manchester United coach Alex 
Ferguson clinched his fourth 
Ballon d’Or after an unforgettable 
season, first spearheading Real 
to the Champions League title 
before also leading his homeland 
to Euro 2016 glory in Paris.

The France Football 
magazine award is 
decided upon by a 
journalists ballot 
(with 173 voting 
in 2016) with 
each naming a 
top five from a 
list of 30.

B r i t i s h 
b o o k m a k e r s 
have stopped 
taking bets 
on Ronaldo, 
who is a 
c r a m p e d 
10/1 on 
favourite 

to win, with Messi, trophy-less last 
season, at 6/1.

Behind this pair the bookies round 
out their own top five with Paris Saint-

Germain’s gifted Brazilian forward 
Neymar, the veteran Juventus 

goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon 
and the prolific England 
centre-forward Harry Kane 
all at 33-1.

The 2016-2017 season was 
in a way just as glorious for 
Ronaldo, who started the 
season slowly before Real 
shaded Barcelona to the 
domestic title and then 
became the first side 
in the modern era to 
defend their European 
crown.

After seeing off 
Napoli, Bayern 
Munich and 
Atletico Madrid 
in the knock-out 
rounds Ronaldo 
scored twice in a 4-1 
win over Juventus 
in the final, taking 
his tally to 12 goals 
in the competition 
that season.

“Last season was 
exceptional. We won 
the league and the 
Champions League,” 
Ronaldo told French 
daily L’Equipe. 
(sport24)
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Bayern Munich
see off PSG

Munich

Bayern Munich cap off the 
UCL group stage with a win at 

home. After an abysmal showing 
in Paris a few months back in, the 
German club finished with their 
chins up. Jupp Heynckes was not 
without complications in terms of 
squad selection, however.

The home sides injury list 
continued to mount early. Arjen 
Robben, Manuel Neuer and Thiago 
are among the key absentees. 
Despite some hiccups, Bayern 
put in a refreshingly disciplined 
performance against a powerful 
emerging club.

PSG brought their big guns 
to the Allianz Arena, but Bayern 
Munich were up to the task and 
ground out a solid 3-1 victory.

Given the fairly lackadaisical 
defensive lapses from previous 
games in Champions League and 
Bundesliga play, it was a bit of 
a surprise seeing the Bavarians 
this structured against PSG’s 
imposing attacking trio. Bayern 
did particularly well staying 
defensively cohesive as a unit, and 
then relentlessly pressing the PSG 
midfield and defence whenever 
they sensed the slightest hint of 
insecurity.

They were patient and picked 
their chances to pressure PSG 
off the ball. With that, chances 
gradually came. They 
were rewarded quite 
early. Less than 10 
minutes in, Robert 
Lewandowski broke 
the deadlock. Franck 

Ribery — in his recent return 
— found a break down the left, 
setting James Rodriguez loose. The 
Colombian whipped in a cross 
that was headed down by Kingsley 
Coman to Lewandowski.

The Polish striker made no 
mistake from his onside position, 
controlled the ball, turned and 
finally slid it into the bottom 
right corner. Just like that, Bayern 
were in a surprisingly positive 
position very early on. And 
the rewards wouldn’t end 
there.

Later into the half, James 
was an inspiration yet 
again. His form has been 
great, and it showed again 
here. Finding himself with 
room on the left-flank, he 
looped in an immaculate 
cross right to the head of 
Corentin Tolisso. The 
Frenchman hammered 
home the header into 
the bottom left corner 
to send Bayern into 
halftime 2-0 up.

The first-half 
ended with PSG 
naturally pushing 
hard to pull one 
back before the 
break. This carried 
over quickly into 
the second-half. 
The home 

side was too comfortable in the 
early minutes of the second 45, and 
PSG clawed one back via Kylian 
Mbappe’s head.

Bayern Munich let up with a lazy 
piece of defence in the penalty box. 
Sebastian Rudy was easily caught 
ball watching and let Mbappe 

freely slip in to meet 
a great chipped 

pass from 
E d i n s o n 
C a v a n i . 
T h e 
F r e n c h 
rising star 

p r o m p t l y 
nodded home 

the header to 
put PSG back in 

the game. 

© GRAPHIC NEWSSource: FIFA Pictures: Getty Images

EUROPE VS SOUTH AMERICA
Titles since 1960, including Intercontinental Cup

Other:
GER 4
NED 3
POR 2
ENG 2
YUG 1

Other:
PAR 1

Club World Cup: European
teams have won nine of

13 titles since 2000

Champions League
winners:
Aiming for third title

Copa Libertadores
winners:

Tournament debut

Luan Vieira
Gremio

Cristiano Ronaldo
Real Madrid

Argentina 9

Uruguay
6

Uruguay
6

Brazil
10

Italy
9

Spain 9

Champions League winners Real Madrid aim
to become the first team to defend the FIFA Club
World Cup title, as six continental champions, plus
a team from the United Arab Emirates, will battle it
out to be crowned Champion of Champions

MATCH SCHEDULE Venue
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Dec 6
Dec 9
Dec 9
Dec 12
Dec 12
Dec 13
Dec 16

Real Madrid
Gremio
Urawa Red Diamonds
Wydad Casablanca
Pachuca
Auckland City
Al Jazira Club

Spain
Brazil
Japan
Morocco
Mexico
New Zealand
United Arab Emirates (host)

Al Jazira
Pachuca
Winner 1
5th-6th place play-off
Gremio
Winner 3
3rd-4th place play-off

-
-
-

-
-

Auckland City
Wydad Casablanca
Urawa Reds

Winner 2
Real Madrid

Al Ain
Abu Dhabi
Abu Dhabi

Al Ain
Al Ain

Abu Dhabi
Abu Dhabi

Dec 16 Winner 5 - Winner 6 Abu Dhabi

Moyes to target P. League experience
London

West Ham manager David 
Moyes is expected to target 

players with Premier League 
experience as he seeks to guide the 
club away from the relegation zone.

On Tuesday, the Hammers said 
a dispute with Sporting Lisbon over 
their pursuit of William Carvalho 
had been resolved.

But Moyes, who succeeded Slaven 
Bilic last month, is not thought to 
want the Portugal midfielder in 
January. West Ham have spent only 
three of the past 25 seasons outside 
the top flight but are 19th in the 
table on 10 points.

Moyes, who has been assured he 
has money to spend during next 
month’s transfer window, has 
overseen three defeats and a draw in 
his four games in charge.

While another move for 
Carvalho is not being ruled out, it is 
understood Moyes feels knowledge 
of English football is key if signings 
are to have an immediate impact.

Sporting said they were going to 
report the Hammers to Fifa for an 
illegal pursuit of the 25-year-old 
midfielder in the summer.

The Portuguese club also made 
personal comments about West 
Ham owners David Sullivan and 
David Gold. (BBC)

C. Ronaldo set to equal 
Messi with 5th Ballon d’Or

(bayernstrikes)

Bayern Munich’s Corentin Tolisso celebrates 

David Moyes (file pic)
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Manama

Jarrah Al Selawe expressed 
his ambitions to challenge 

for the Welterweight 
Championship of the Brave 
Combat Federation after 
his victory at Brave 9: The 
Kingdom of Champions. 

The  Jordanian 
welterweight is one among 

the top Arab fighters 
in the region with an 
impressive five fight winning  
streak.

Jarrah also expressed 
his gratitude towards His 
Highness Shaikh Khalid 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa for 
developing the sport of mixed 
martial arts in the region and 

being an inspiration.
Jarrah Al Selawe had 

victories against Erik 
Carlsson, Daniele Scatizzi 
and Carl Booth at Brave 
Combat Federation which 
has put him among the top 
welterweights in the division. 

Currently Carlsson Harris 
from Guyana is the reigning 

champion at the division 
and is yet to defend his 
welterweight championship 
in the promotion. 

With the rising popularity 
of Arab fighters in the world 
of mixed martial arts, Jordan 
is expecting the presence of its 
fighters in an championship 
bout soon.

Jarrah Al Selawe 
hints his ambitions

Manila

Boxing legend Manny 
Pacquiao has been made 

a Colonel in the Filipino army.
The Philippines’ eight-

division world champion has 
completed his Commandant’s 
paper and accepted a military 
promotion.

Pacman – who is currently 
serving as Senator of the 
Philippines – revealed the news 
on his social media accounts.

The ring icon will dedicate 
his life full-time to politics 
once he finally retires from the 
brutal career he has carved out.

And his promoter – the 

famed Bob Arum – insists a 
nuch-hyped fight with boxing 
novice Conor McGregor 
would be another one-sided 
defeat for the UFC icon.

Arum said: “If we equate 
boxing with fighting – because 
I’m not talking about his 
ability as an MMA participant 
because he has been very good 
with that – Conor McGregor 
can’t spell fight.

“Mayweather carried him 
before he took him out. With 
Manny, it wouldn’t be a 
contest, it would be a money 
grab. Conor McGregor is not a 
boxer and does not know how 

to box.
“His stance is a stance of 

an MMA fighter who has to 
protect against kicks and take-
downs. He is not competitive 
with any fighter, no matter 
how old that fighter is.

“He doesn’t know how to 
spell fight. He’s a great, great 
MMA artist. This is no knock 
on him.

“He’s a great attraction. But 
he cannot spell fight.

“The answer is no, I 
wouldn’t particularly look 
forward to doing a fight 
featuring McGregor and 
Pacquiao.” (thesun.co.uk)

Pacquiao makes colonel of Philippines army

Sheffield 

Kell Brook will be back 
in the ring on March 3 

in his home city of Sheffield 
for a fight in his new light-
middleweight division.

The former IBF welterweight 
champion is bouncing back 
after consecutive defeats to 
middleweight king Gennady 
Golovkin and American starlet 
Eroll Spence Jr. GGG stopped 
brave Brook in September 2016 
at middleweight – where few 
men on earth dare to face the 
Kazakh.

And hot prospect Spence 
snatched away his welterweight 
gold in May when Brook was 
forced to retire through injury.

Brook will now compete in 

between those two divisions 
but he carries a worrying 
weakness in his eye sockets that 
were damaged by Golovkin and 
exploited by Spence.

But promoter Eddie Hearn 
expects big things from Special 
K now he can put on a few 
more pounds. The Matchroom 
boss said: “He’s going to be 
back March 3, Sheffield Arena.

“Kell Brook will be back at 
154lb, the light-middleweight 
division, to begin his assault on 
becoming a two-weight world 
champion. “He’s had two epic 
fights with Eroll Spence Jr and 
Gennady Golovkin and it’s 
time for him to move up. I 
believe he can be a force at that 
weight.” (thesun.co.uk)

Kell Brook returns as 
light-middleweight

Jarrah Al Selawe

Kell Brook (file pic)

Manny Pacquiao (file pic)

Manny Pacquiao (C) has been promoted in the Filipino army (Picture courtesy: thesun.co.uk
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Adelaide

England arrived at Adelaide Oval on the fifth 
day knowing that hope springs eternal, or at 

least until Joe Root gets out. And so England’s 
hope sprung for only 17 deliveries. By the time 
the day was three overs old, Josh Hazlewood had 
dismissed Root and Chris Woakes, and within 
two hours Australia had won the Test and taken 
a 2-0 lead in the series. At least the England fans 
who had awoken in the small hours back home in 
anticipation of a tense final day could get some 
sleep.

The day began with England 178 runs from 
victory with six wickets in hand. They added only 
57 to their overnight total for the loss of all six of 
those wickets. That England even fought back into 
this match, that they entered the final day with any 
sort of hope whatsoever, was a surprise in itself. 
But if Australia officially won the Test on the fifth 

afternoon, in reality England had lost it on the 
first two days, when they sent Australia in and saw 
them make 442.

It left England needing their all-time highest 
successful chase to win this match, and the final 
day began badly when Woakes edged behind 
off Hazlewood from the second ball - Snicko 
confirming his fate despite a review. In Hazlewood’s 
next over he claimed the key wicket of Root, who 
did not add a run to his overnight score of 67. On 
a surface that had been good for batting all match, 
a ball finally stayed a touch low and kissed the toe 
of Root’s bat on the way through to Tim Paine.

From then on it was only a matter of time, and 
not even much of that. Moeen Ali was trapped lbw 
trying to sweep Nathan Lyon on 2, and the rest 
of the damage arrived with the new ball. Mitchell 
Starc curled the very first delivery with the new 
pink Kookaburra in to the pads of Craig Overton, 

who was lbw for 7; Stuart Broad edged 
behind off Starc for 8; and the result was 
confirmed when Jonny Bairstow chopped 
on against Starc for 36.

Starc had finished with 5 for 88, but it was 
Hazlewood’s two early strikes that set the 
tone for the final session of this Test. After 
a day of England fight, normal service had 
resumed. And if the Gabbatoir is the fortress 
at which Australia like to open their summer, 
the Adelaide Oval day-night Test is becoming a 
strong occasion for them as well - the Australians 
have now won all three pink-ball Tests played in 
Adelaide.

Now the teams fly to Perth with Australia 
just one win away from regaining the Ashes. 
And if Root wins the toss at the WACA, 
don’t expect him to do anything but bat.  
(espncricinfo)

Australia 
dismantles 
England BRIEF SCORE

Australia 8 for 442 dec (Marsh 
126*, Paine 57, Khawaja 53, Overton 
3-105) and 138 (Anderson 5-43) beat 
England 227 (Overton 41*, Lyon 
4-60, Starc 3-49) and 233 (Root 67, 
Starc 5-88) by 120 runs

Australia’s Mitchell Starc celebrates with teammates

Australia’s Steven Smith


